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- Mr HAMILTON moved to reconsider the vote | appropriation be made for the completion of the | announcing that they had pacsed bills and a joint 
eirg be which the last bill was rejected, and also | piers, harbors, and other similar works commenced resolution of the following titles: , 
the lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; | in the Delaware bay and river, and for the im- A bill to reorganize the courts of the District of 
whi ) latter motion was agreed to. provement of the navigation thereof; which was Columbia, and to reform and improve the laws 
~ oti \qs OF SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. referred to the Commitee on Commerce. thereof; 
REGES** I “gf g Raa Also,a petition of the Board of Trade of Phila- A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Mr. MEACHAM. ais wesc, of .. Re. delphia, praying that an expedition be sent to the || Colonel John H. Stone; and 
ude take up the bill heal ue Paine sed ness 2, || re of Dr. Kane and those who accompanied A joint resolution authorizing the President of 
this gents of the Smit pect , P , him to the Arctic regions, in search of Sir John || the United States to procure the erection of a light- 
lh, jt will occupy NCE. Re a ee Franklin; which was referred to the Committee | house at Cape Race; 
Mr. F LORENCE. » nO; q | on Seve fa oo. » bas ue subsequent message announced that the 
tee am here ad || _ Mr. SS presented the petition of George ouse of Representatives had passed a joint res- 
ere Mr. now I move that the House do a E soldier, ——— in the last war || olution of the Senate for the ssaakaieaaad of Re- 
hi ow adjourn. ones || wi reat Britain; praying that his pension may | gents of the Smithsonio 8 ’ 
the , Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I nes the gentle- commence from ae dae of his dieability; which || — E : . ee: 
and man will withdraw that Smead eae to move || was referred to the Committee on Pensions. NOTICE OF A BILL. 
the that the Houseagain resolve lise ae a ak ‘| Mr JONES, of lowa, presented a memorial of Mr. WRIGHT gave notice of his intention to 
ed: of the Whole on the Private Calendar. It is pri- | inhabitants of Allamakee county, lowa, praying ask leave to introduce a bill to continue the im- 
it vate ill day, and private bills ought to be con- |) the establishment of a mail route from Prairie du || provements at the entrance of the harbor at New- 
sidered. . : | Chien, Wisconsin, by way of Johnson’s Land- ark, New Jersey. 
nus Mr. BRIDGES. I cannot withdraw my | ing Bell’s Mill, and Waterville, to Wankon, BOUNTY LANDS. 
tion. ee || Allamakee county, lowa; which was referred to Mr. BRODHEAD. beg ; viv ic 
Mr.BAYLY. Task for the yeas and naysupon || the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. | that I shall, at = a helen ueaitonme 
to the motion. Also, the petition of B. T. Watson, praying to | or Wednesday—call up for consideration the bill 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. ,. |, be allowed compensation for work done under a which I introduced 4 , 
The question was then taken on Mr. Brivces’s | contract with the Commissioner of Public Build- Sie iat acai 
. 4 canals. ¢ ; vommissioner of Public Buik ditional bounty lands to the soldiers of the war of 
at motion; and it was wt at il ital IR lel ings; which was referred to the Committee on the | 1812. I would call up the bill to-day, but that the 
yb. The House accordingty, ul Tuesd and |) District of Columbia. Senate is very thin. As it will probably remain 
fifteen minutes, adjourned until Tuesday next. Also, a petition of the register of the land office, || so during this week, | shall defer calling up the 
, iiineniatcinadh _ of the cen “mame meee at Dubuque, || bill until next ennai. 
. owa, praying to be allowed the same per centum we a : . . 
ta. IN aprerrer ’ / on che giles ‘of the public lands, ender the land CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF NEBRASKA. 
. Tvurespay, December 26, 1854. | graduation bill of last session, as was allowed Mr. DOUGLAS. I understand, from a member 
bil Prayer by Rev. Henry Sticer. | them previous to that period; which was referred || of the Senate, who has conferred with the head of 
he The Journal of Friday was read and approved. || to the Committee on Public Lands. || the Treasury Department, that there is a necessity 
. The Hon. Joun Bext, of Tennessee, appeared Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, presented a petition || for the passage of a small territorial bill, arising 
the a hon geet toe | from citizens of Memphis, Tennessee, asking || out of a state of facts which I will explain to the 
33, oa i | Congress to pass a law to secure greater security || Senate. The contingent fund at the use of the 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. | and certainty in the transmission of letters through | Governor of Nebraska, for the purpose of con- 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the || the post office; which was referred to the Com- || vening the Legislature, ($1,500,) was properly 
2, Senate a report from the Secretary of the Treas- || mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. drawn by the late Governor of that Territory; f 
ury, in answer to a resolution of the Senate || Mr. FOOT. There has been placed in my || but, in consequence of his death, it is not, at this . 
respecting the selection and purchase of sites for || hands, with the request that I should present it to || moment, available; and, therefore, an additional / 
ins custom-houses and a marine hospital in Ohio; || the Senate, the memorial of J. Sidney Swift, || appropriation of $1,000 is required, as the Legis- ; 
rnd which was ordered to lie on the table, and be || praying Congress to establish a polytechnic school || lature is about to meet. For these reasons, | ask 2 
printed. at the Smithsonian Institution, in the eity of the unanimous consent of the Senate to introduce ne q 
: coasT SURVEY REPORT. | some mitutenese of deal, the objerta end plan of | the Territory of Nebraska, Sn Pe 8 
: : objects n of |) 4 ska. : 
“ The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a | such an institution, and oouiabiaa some vabenbie Leave was granted, and the bill was read twice, : 
.] communication from the Secretary of the Treas- || suggestions on that subject. I move that it be || and considered as in Committee of the Whole. ; 
ury, transmitting the report of the Superintendent referred to the Committee on the Library, and be | Its object is to appropriate $1,000 to defray the A 5 
its of the ¢ oast Survey for the year ending Novem- | printed for the use of the Senate. || contingent expenses of the Governor of the Ter- i 
fr, “a 1854. vty The motion was agreed to. || ritory for the remainder of the present fiscal year, ; 
Mr. STUART. I suppose that communication | Mr. TOUCEY presented a petition of the || the former appropriation of $1,500 having been r 
_ - printed under the ordiaary rules. I offer || children and heirs of David Tomlinson, praying || drawn from the ‘l'reasury by the late Governor A 
‘in eee resolution for the printing of addi- | to be allowed commutation pay; which was re- Burt, and, by reason of his death, being unavail- i 
fr, ' net | ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. |, able for the present; and it is declared to be the . 
_ Ordered, That ten thousand copies of the letter of the || || true intent and meaning of the bill, that not more : 
Secrelary of the Treasury, communicating the report of || CAPTAIN A. 8. TAYLOR. r : : bs 
Ww the Superintendent of the Coast Survey for the year 1854, || Mr.CASS. § d i d || than $1,500 shall be expended for those contingen- F 
in addition to the usual number, be printed—five thousand || — es one oe presente to the | cies in the present fiscal year. 4 
copies thereof for the use of the Senate, and the remainder || Senate a memorial of Captain A.S. Taylor, of || Phe bill was reported to the Senate without : 
| for distribution by the Coast Survey Office ; and that the || the Marine Corps, and had it referred to the Comn- || amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a ,, 
eB coon Sarughand pound wpa quarto Joma || mittee on Naval Affairs. 1 now ask leave to have || third reading. It was read a thied time, and 
he Superintendent of the Coast Survey. Sees eens i think, that it should passed. , 
lar Mr. FESSENDEN. Does not that resolution || sa sree Neer | PATRICK C. MILES. ; 
on go to the Committee on Printing? || Lane to withiuaw the stemevial wes quented | The bill to increase the pension of Patrick C. i 
re- Mr. STUART. 1 suppose that is not neces- } REPORT FROM A STANDING COMMITTEE. || Miles was read a second time, and on motion of 


sary under the rule. I would say to the Senator || Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Claims, to | 
he from Maine, that the resolution is a precise copy | whom was referred the petition of Alexander Mc- | 
of the one which has heretofore been passed by || Kee, prayingthe passage of a law authorizing him 


Mr. Auten, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
W hole, proceeded to its consideration. 
It is intended to direct the Secretary of the In- 


u 


the Senate on similar occasions. 
_ Mr. FESSENDEN. 


to locate certain lands in Texas on copies of cer- | 


terior to increase the pension of Patrick C. Miles, 
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i DE I do not know that there || tificates which have been lost, as he alleges, while | (late a sergeant of company K, first regiment 
be — special objection to this; but I haveseen the || in possession of the United States, asked to be. infantry, United States Army, and who lost a leg, it 
io dae passing resolutions for printing extra copies | discharged from its further consideration, and that || and was otherwise injured while gallantly leading ¢ 
nd ot documents without going through the ordinary | it be referred to the Committee on Private Land to the assault at the storming of Monterey,) to \ 
—. Tacs wage it to be a rule that all reso- || Claims; which was agreed to. the rate of eae per month, the amount il 
‘ons ordering the printing of additional num- || , - of his duty pay; the increase to take effect from P 
. = of any document should be referred to the || M calannen suneumaah thts ae oid the first of January, 1854, and continue during 2 
o ommittee on Printing in the first place. If that | luti el hi h ide at he, his natural life. 4 
not so, | do not know that I have any particu- | ution; which was considered by unanimous con- Mr. ALLEN called for the reading of the re- 
lar objection to the resolution, for I cannot dispute || **"*s and agreed to: port of the Committee on Pensions, from which 
saything the honorable Senator says. | anal me ~~ ee on aa be directed || it appeared that Mr. Miles served in the Army of 
. he resolution was agreed to. te consider if any leisition be needed in order S€CUre | she United States even years, and, for good con- 
nD 


duct, was promoted to the rank of duty sergeant 
he Mr. B er cas | of his company. At the storming of Monterey 
': BRODHEAD presented a petition of the } A message was received from the House of || his company was ordered to the assault, and 
of Trade of Philadelphia, praying that an |! Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, |! while advancing, exposed to the fire of the enemy 
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in front and on the right and left, the orderly was 
disabled by a spent ball, and Sergeant Miles, 
taking his place, gdlantly led on to the attack. 
W hile advancing at a charge he was struck by a 
cannon ball, which carried away and 
his right leg. notice being ta 
wounded at time, he lay 
about an hour, endeavoring to staun 
from his wound with his cravat, and, whilein this 
Situation, a piece of shell from a bomb, which 
bursted within a few feet of him, struck him in 
the neck, inflicting asevere wound upon the mus- 
cles and tendons, and partially disabling his right 
arm, the use of which he has never fully recov- 
ered. Upon being carried to the rear he suffered 
amputation of his leg, and upon his recovery was 
honorably discharged. He was pensioned by the 
Bureau ateight dollars per month. He represents 
that this sum is inadequate to his support, and 
that he would retire to the military asylum, but 
to do so he must relinquish the whole of his pres- 
ent pension and leave himself without a cent for 
the support of his two young and motherless chil- 
dren. I[1e therefore prays an increase of pension 
to the rate of his pay while in the service, and at 
the time he was disabled. 

Congress has, heretofore, exercised its discre- 
tion in increasing pensions to non-commissioned 
officers, who have distinguished themselves by 
gallant and daring conduct, to the rate of their 
duty pay. And after a full examination of the 
case of Sergeant Miles, and a personal interview 
with him, they are satisfied that an exception to 
the provisions of the general statutes could not be 
made in a more deserving case, or in favor of a 
soldier more worthy of respect and gratuity. 

No amendment being proposed,the bill was 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
fora third reading. It was read the third time, 
and passed. 

CENSUS OFFICE CLERKS. 

Mr. ADAMS. I offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the sixth section of the act entitled ‘An 
act making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex 
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ken of the 
he fell for 
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penses of the Governmeut for the year ending the 30th of 


June, 1855, and for other purposes,’’ approved August 4, 
1854, be so construed as to extend to the clerks employed in 
the Census Office the same additional compensation granted 
by the actof April 22, Leo4. 

If there is any objection to the adoption of the 
resolution, | shall not object to its going over for 
the present. I will say to the Senate, however, 


that these clerks were provided for in the act of 


22d of April last, but only until the first of July, 
as it was then thought that their duties would be 
completed by that time. After the passage of the 
act, and before the expiration of the time for 
which their compensation was increased, Congress 
imposed additional duties upon the Census Office, 
which have detained them at the same kind of 
labor in which they were engaged previously. 
That is the only reason why the increase of their 
compensation was not extended beyond the first 
of July. If there be no objection, I should like 
to have the resolution considered now. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent,and agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS afterwards said: Mr. President, 
upon investigation I discover that a resolution 
which I introduced a few minutes ago, and which 
was adopted by the Senate, in relation to clerks 
in the Census Office, ought to have been a joint 
resolution. I ask now that the proper amendment 
be made so as to make ita joint resolution. I 
therefore move to reconsider the vote by which 
the resolution was adopted. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Leave was granted to introduce the resolution 
as a joint resolution, * relative to the construction 
of theact of 22d of April, 1854.”’ It was read 
twice by its title, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole, reported without amendment, or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


ROSS WILKINS AND JAMES WITHERELL. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President,a bill was reported 
a few days ago from the Committee on Claims, 
which I now ask the Senate to consider. Itisa 
aa bill, the principle of which was estab- 
ished at the last session of Congress. The case 
is simply this: Under the territorial government 
of Michigan the judges of the supreme court were 
required to do the duties of land officers. At the 
last session of Congress an act was passed making 


| the relief of the legal representatives of Colonel! 


compensation for the services of one judge in per- | 
forming those duties. ‘T'wo others were omitted, 
one of whom is dead. The one who is alive, and 
the legal representatives of the one who is dead, 
have made application to have the same provision 
extended tothem. The subject was. referred to 
; ittee on Claims, and they have reported 
in favor of granting it. 1 should be glad to have 
the Senate take up and consider the bill. 

The bill to extend the provisions of an act enti- 
tled **An act to provide compensation for the ser- 
vices of George Morell in adjusting titles to land 
in Michigan,’’ was accordingly read a second 
time, and considered as in Committee of the 
W hole. 

Its object is to pay to Ross Wilkins and to the 
legal representatives of James Witherell, respect- 
ively, late judges of the United States for the 
Territory of Michigan, for their services in as- 
certaining, adjusting, and settling claims to land, 
and performing other duties, the same rate of 
compensation as is allowed to the other judges of 
the ‘Territory for like services, by the provisions 
of the actof August 1, 1854, in regard to George 
Morell. | 

Mr.CASS. If necessary, I will ask the chair- | 
man of the Committee on Claims [Mr. Brop- 
HEAD] to explain the bill. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I reported the bill from 
the Committee on Claims. The reasons why | 
did so are contained in the report which I sub- 
mitted, and which accompanies the bill. If neces- 
sary, thatcan be read. 1 do not know that it is 
necessary, however, to read it. A simple state- 
ment of the case will present it to the minds of 
Senators. The bill proposes to give to the two 
jadges who were omitted, the same compensation 
which we, last year, gave to anether judge of that 
Territory for performing the same duties. Con- 
gress imposed additional duties on those judges, | 
and for rendering that service we propose to pay 
them a small additional allowance. That is the 
whole case. It is quite unnecessary to read the 
report. I trust there will be no objection to the 
bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. It was read a third time, and 
passed. 


‘ 
Luc \ plibiaa 


On motion by Mr. WADE, the Senate, as in | 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
House bill for the relief of Herman Chittenden. 

[t proposes to place his name upon the pension 
roll as a life pensioner, at the rate of eight dollars 
per month, commencing March 1, 1854. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without || 
| amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
| third time, and passed. 


LIGHT-HOUSE AT CAPE RACE. 


The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, ‘‘authorizing the President of the 
United States to adopt measures to procure the | 
erection of a first-class light-house on Cape Race,”’ 
was read a first and second time by its title. 

The PRESIDENT. If there be no objection | 
the resolution will be referred to the Committee | 
on Commerce. - 

Mr. STUART. Mr. President, unless there | 
be some objection by Senators, | would suggest | 
the propriety of considering that joint resolution 
now. It simply authorizes the President, as I 
understand it—having read it a day or two ago— | 
to negotiate with the authorities of Great Britain, 
with a view to the construction of a light-house || 
at the point designated. 
tion, and does notin itself bind Congress to make 
any; but it is for the purpose of instituting an | 
inquiry to ascertain the basis upon which such a | 
construction can be made. I see no objection to | 
it myself. It would goto the committee of which | 
I am a member, if it were referred; but I think it 
would be as well to consider it now. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think the joint | 
resolution had better go to the Committee on 
Commerce. [ am not at present prepared to vote 
for it myself. 

The joint resolution was referred to the Com- || 
mittee on Commerce. 
| 
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REFERENCE OF HOUSE BILLS. 
The bill from the House of Representatives for 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


HERMAN CHITTENDEN. | 


| 
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It makes no appropria- || 








December 26 


John H. Stone, was read a first and secon, 
by its title, and referred to the Comn an 
Revolutionary Claims. meee oy 
House bill to reorganize the courts of +}, 1 
trict of Columbia, and to reform and improy 3 
laws thereof, was read twice by its title. »,, 
ferred to the Committee on the Judic; ary. ™ 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED, 
A message from the House of Re 
by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, announes, 
the Speaker had signed the following enro}|iea 
3ill to suppress the circulation of smal py, ; 
‘a currency 1n the District of Columbia. =“ 
Bill for the relief of Mary Rutherford wid 
of Samuel Rutherford; and oa ae 
Bill for the relief of James Butler. 
Which were then signed by the Pregjjen, .. 
tempore. a 


On motion, the Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIYVEs. 
Tuespay, December 26, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m, P 
by Rev. Henry Sticer. 


The Journal of Friday was read and approyes 

The SPEAKER presented to the Honse . 
laws of the Territory of Minnesota; which 
referred to the Committee on Territories. 


REGENTS FOR SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTIOoy, 


Mr. ENGLISH. [ask the unanimous conse 
of the House to take from the Speaker’s table, 
Senate joint resolution proposing to appoint Rufus 
Choate, of Massachusetts, and Gideon Hawley, of 
New York, Regents for the Smithsonian |ns:j. 
tution; and if the House will allow me, | propose 
to ask that the resolution may be put upon its 
passage. 

[ will state, as a reason why the resolution 
should be put upon its passage at an early day, 
that there is to be a regular meeting of the Rezenis 
of that institution the next week, and it is desirable 
that there should bea full board upon that oces- 
sion. These gentlemen have been Regents here. 
tofore, and I presume there will be no objection to 
their reappointment. I ask that the resolution 
may be taken up and put upon its passage. 

The resolution was read, as follows: — 

Resolved, §c., That the vacancies in the Board of Regents 
of the Smithsonian Institution of the class otherwise 
members of Congress, be filled bv the reappointment 
late incumbents, viz: Rufus Choate, of Massachusetts, 
and Gideon Hawley, of New York. 


Mr. HAVEN. I presume there is no objection 


rayer 


e 
Were 


| to the passage of the resolution. 


The resolution was then ordered to a third 
reading; and was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 


MAP OF NEBRASKA. 

Mr. WHITFIELD, by unanimous consent, 
introduced the following resolution; which was 
read, and, under the rule, referred to the Con- 
mittee on Printing: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
be instructed to purchase, out of the contingent fund ¢! 


House, copies of the map of Nebraska and Kansas 
, : : . : . . nited 
erritories, compiled by Captain Eastman, of the United 


States Army, for distribution by the members of the louse. 


RAILROAD IN KANSAS. 


Mr. WHITFIELD also, by unanimous ©0- 
sent, introduced a bill to aid the Territory 0! 
Kansas in the construction of a railroad in ssl 
Territory; which was read a first and second ime 


by its title, and referred to the Committee 0 
Public Lands. 


IMPORTATION OF FOREIGN PAUPERS. 4 

Mr. BRIDGES, by unanimous consent, otlere’ 

the following resolution; which was read, 00" 
sidered, and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instruct’ 
inquire into the expediency of preventing by jaw (e 
portation of foreign paupers into the United Statcs, # 
they make report at the earliest possible day, by bi 
otherwise. 


NAVAL DEPOT AT NEW ORLEANS. 


. ‘ . { 

Mr. HUNT, by unanimous consent, introe 
the following resolution; which was read, “ 
sidered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be instric"™ 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a nay ar 
ator near New Orleans, for the equipment, rps House 
supply of vessels of war, and that he report to this Hou” 
the information he may obiain, together with hus views up 
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yINNESOTA 
ROAD CHARTER. 

wr, LETCHER, by unanimous consent, in- 

ed the following resolution; which was 

nsidered, and agreed to: 

jaw authorizing the Territory of Minne- 

’ igst clause of section six, in the following 

§ ; «All laws passed by the Legislative Assembly 

u shall be submitted to the Congress of the 


That the 
to thi 
wy. 


¢dé@claring the act chartering the Minnesota and 


ul 


remises. 
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P 
Mr, RUSSELL. 


t 

mittee on Printing. | 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s report 

would bea privileged one if he could get the floor 


nurpose of presenting it; but he cannot 
e floor from the gentleman from Massa- 
for that purpose. 


for e 


and, if disapproved of, shail be null and of no | 
eryes to Congress the right of revising and dis- | 
| laws passed by said Territorial Legislature : 


acts of said Territorial Legislature, | 
s body, be referred to the Committee on | 
and that said committee inquire into the | 
‘ctern Railroad Company ** null and of no effect,” | 
ney make report to this House of their action in | 


, Mr. ELIOT, of Massachusetts, obtained the | 


RINTING OF THE COAST SURVEY REPORT. | 


I rise toa privileged ques- | 
| desire to present a report from the Com- | 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


AND NORTHWESTERN RAIL- || 


Mr. GROW. If I thought there would be I 
would withdraw the motion. 
much. 

Several Members. 

Mr. GROW. 
the present. 


MR. BENNETT’S LAND BILL. 
Mr. COBB. 


Withdraw it. 
I will withdraw the motion for 


much as I antieipate objection, I call for the regu- 
lar order of business. That will bring up the 
consideration of the bill in which the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. Bennett] is interested, and 
I suppose he will want to have its consideration 
postponed. 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order 


is the consideration of the bill referred to by the | 


gentleman from Alabama, being House bill (No. 


102) ‘* granting lands equally to the several States | 
to aid in the construction of railroads and for the | 


support of schools.”’ 
until this day. 

Mr. CHASE. My colleague, [Mr. Bennerr,] 
who has this bill in charge, has been called home. 
He desired me, before he leit, to ask the House 
to allow the consideration of the bill to be post- 
poned until this day three weeks. 


The bill was postponed 


be so postponed. 


The motion was agreed to. 


But 1 doubt it very | 


1 am anxious to make a report 
from the Committee on Public Lands, but inas- | - 


I move that it | 
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each State—have, as required, made a survey and 
map of the territory, a copy of which, and of the 
acts of both States, I propose to file in the office 
of the Clerk of this House. This is the territory 
to which prize-fighters resort, because they are 
there out of the reach of the*officers and public 
authorities of Massachusetts, by reason of this 
impassable mountain, and are also without the 
jurisdiction of New York. 

All parties interested agree that the territory 
ought to belong to the State of New York; but in 
order io make the cession valid, it is necessary 
that Congress consent to it; and the object of the 
bill L ask perraission of the House to introduce, 
is to give thisconsent. I cannot suppose it neces- 
sary to detain the House with any further expla- 
nation, and hope the bill may be put on its pas- 
Sage at once, 

Mr. HAVEN. I fancy that there is no gentle- 
man in this Hall who, after duly considering this 
matter, will interpose any objection to the passage 
of the bill. The two States, having acted by their 
Legislatures upon the subject, are here only be- 
cause the Constitution of the United States makes 
it necessary that they shall have the consent of 
the General Guvernmen% for the purpose of accom- 
plishing this object. 

Here is the language of the Constitution upon 


| this point: 


oS Se 


ey 
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7 Mr. ELIOT. I will yield the floor with pleasure || aad 
~ to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. D. B- JUAN DOMERCQ. 


Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee on Print- || Mr.CURTIS, by unanimous consent, reperted 


** No State shall, without the consent of Congress, Kc., 
enter into any agreement or compact with another State,” 
&e. 





ine, then presented the following resolution: 
Resolved, That ten thousand copies of the letter of the 
of the Treasury, communicating the report of 
the Superintendent of the Coast Survey for the year 1854, 
in addition to the usual number, be printed—five thousand 


Seeretar\ 


thereof for the use of the House, and the remainder for dis- | 
tmbution by the Coast Survey Office; and that the same be || 
printed and bound in quarto form, and that the plates be | 


printed under the direction of the Coast Survey Office. 


Mr. HAMILTON. Since the floor has been 


assigned to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, who | 
js a member of the Committee on Printing, I | 
J [ desire to | 
know why the agricultural part of the Patent | 


desire to ask him a single question. 


Office report, which was ordered to be printed 
near the commencement of the last session, has 
not been furnished to the members of the House 
in pursuance with the order? 
A Memeber. It has been furnished. 
Mr. HAMILTON. I have not received mine. 
Mr. RUSSELL. 1 will state, in reply to the 
gentleman from Maryland, that I understand 


thirty thousand copies of the Patent Office report, | 


to which he alludes, have been delivered to the 
members, that number of plates having been fur- 
nished to the public binder. The remainder have 
not been furnished, because the plates have not 
been struck off. 

Mr. HAMILTON. What kind of plates? 

Mr. RUSSELL. Those which were furnished 
togointothe work. Thegentleman will see what 
they are by referring to the work itself. 

The resolution was then adopted. 


SICK AND DISABLED SEAMEN. 


Mr. ELIOT, of Massachusetts, by unanimous | 


consent, and in pursuance of previous notice, in- 
troduced a bill supplementary to an act for the 
relief of sick and disabled seamen, and for other 
purposes; which was read a first and second time 


by its title, and referred to the Committee on Com- 


merce, 


NAVAL PENSIONERS. 


Mr. CORWIN, by unanimous consent, intro- 
cuced the following resolution; which was read, 


considered, and agreed to: 

Re ‘ved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be in- 
7 icted fo Inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
heval pension laws as to admit to the navy pension roll the 
"cows and orphans of the persons who have died, or shall 


‘© who have died, or shall die, while in the naval ser- 
_,.2 48d Of those who have become disabled from casu- 
eves occurring while in the line or duty. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. GROW. I move that when the House 
acjourns, it adjourn to meet on Friday next. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
nays upon the motion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


V 


If the gentleman 
rom Pennsylvania will withdraw that motion, I 


» ater leaving the naval service, in the same manner as 


I demand the yeas and | 
|| this territory, so strong were the reasons for it, 


back from the Committee of Claims Senate bill 
(No. 142) ‘for the relief of D. B. Juan Do- 
mereq,’’ with an amendment. 

Said bill was referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and ordered to be printed, 


CONSULS AND COMMERCIAL AGENTS. 
Mr. FULLER. I ask the unanimous consent 


of the House to offer the following resolution: 
Resolved, 'That the President of the United States be re 


quested to communicate to this House, in connection with 
the report on commercial relations and comparative tari ffs, | 


requested by a resolution of this House, of December 
14, 1253, copies of all returns of consuls and commercial 
agents of the United States, made in reply to a circular 
from the Department of State, dated October 8, 1553, or 
such portions thereof as he may deem expedient. 


I simply desire to say, in reference to this reso- 


lution, which | intend to ask the House to pass at | 


once, that the House, at a former session, called 
for the information specified. In the meantime, 
to a circular addressed by the Secretary of State 
to all our foreign consuls, of whom there are some 
three hundred, ninety have responded, and fur- 
nished that Department with much valuable in- 
formation, which cannot be obtained at any other 

oint. It is the desire of the Department that that 


information should be communicated, in connec- | 


tion with that called for by the previous resolu- 
tion. 


| By unanimous consent, the resolution was re- | 
| ceived and agreed to. 


MASSACHUSETTS AND NEW YORK-——CES- 


SION OF TERRITORY. 


Mr. GOODRICH, by unanimous consent, and | 


in pursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill 
giving the consent of Congress to the cession, by 


the State of Massachusetts, to the State of New | 


York, of the district of Boston Corner. 

The bill was read twice by its title. 

Mr. GOODRICH. I would be glad to have 
that bill put upon its passage, and if the House 
will hear me for two or three minutes, | am sure 
nobody will object to it. 


Boston Corner is an incorporated district, in the | 


southwest corner of Massachusetts, and contains 
one thousand and eighteen acres. 
and only about two miles long from extreme 
points. Most of the territory lies on the west 
side of the Taughkanie mountain, and is inacces- 
sible, except by footmen, and of very little value. 


|| Upon the smaller and improved portion of it, at 


the foot of the mountain, there are some sixty 
inhabitants, wno desire to be set off from Massa- 
chusetts to New York. The Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts, though reluctant to part with territory, 
has acceded to the request of the inhabitants of 


and ceded it, or the sovereignty and jurisdiction 


Itisa triangle, | 


Also, 

“New States may be admitted by Congress into this 
Union, but no new State shall be formed or erected within 
the jurisdiction of another State, nor any State be formed 
by the junction of two or more States, or parts of States, 
without the consent of the Legislatures of the States con 
cerned, as well as Congress.”’ 

The two States have entered into an arreement 
by which Massachusetts has ceded the sover- 
eignty and jurisdiction to the State of New York. 
Although itis not a matter of any great conse- 
quence to the State of New York, so far as the 
great State itself is concerned, yet in reference to 
this tittle corner, itisa matter of great consequence 
for the good government of the small number of 
people within it. Unless there is a desire mani- 
fested to discuss the bill, 1 demand the previous 
question upon it. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. The gentleman 
from New York (Mr. Haven] has partly an- 
swered the question which | wished to ask of the 
gentleman from Massachusetis. It is this: Can 
Congress authorize one State to transfer a portion 
of her territory to another State, or ought that 
State to cede her territory to the United States, 
and let Congress itself fix the boundary of the 
new State? The portion of the Constitution read 
by the gentleman from New York, it seems to 
me, refers to other kinds of contracts than cessions 
of portions of territory. 

Mr. GOODRICH. There was a case similar 
to this between New Jersey and New York in 
1333. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and having been engrossed and 
read the third time, was passed. 


INVALID PENSIONS. 


Mr. FENTON. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
instructed to report a bill declaring that all pensions for 
wounds or injuries received while in the line of duty, and 
in the military or naval service of the United States, shall 
commence at the date of such disability, the amount of 
such pensions to be regulated according to existing laws, 
and paid to the persons entitled thereto, deduce og former 
payments ; and in case of the death of any invalid before er 
after the passage of said act, the amount of pension due 
him shall be paid to his widow, and if no widow, to his 
surviving child or children. 


M:. HAMILTON objected. 
CUSTOM-HOUSE AT PERTH-AMBOY- 
Mr. LILLY, by the unanimous consent oi’ the 
House, introduced a resolution; which was agreed 


to, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee 
structed to inquire into the expediency of prov 
erection of a custom-house at ‘Perth-Amboy, New Jersey. 
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Mr. COBB. I object, and call for the regular 
order of business. 
GRADUATION BILL. 


The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is the consideration of reports from the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. COBB. 
Committee on Public Lands, with an amendment, 
the bill to amend an act approved the 4th August, 

854, entitled an act to graduate and reduce the 
price of public lands to actual cultivators and 
settlers. 

The amendment was then read by the Clerk. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to 
ask if the honorable gentleman from Alabama 
wishes to put the bill upon its passage’ I hope 
that the amendment will be printed, and the whole 
matter postponed to some future time. 

Mr. eons. The amendment has been printed, 
according to my direction, in the Globe, in order 
that every gentleman in the House might under- 
stand it. I ean state,in a few minutes, if the 
House will hear me, the object of the whole 
amendment. The friends of the graduation bill 
desire that the amendment which I offer should 
be put upon its passage immediately. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I desire to say, that I 
am in favor of some amendment of the graduation 
bill passed at the last session. All of us who 
know what has been the practical operation of 
that bill, understand perfectly well, with all defer- 
ence to my friend from Alabama, [Mr. Coss,] 
that it was very crude and imperfect in its details. 
I desire to see it amended, and | hope the amend- 
ment, whatever it is, may be one that the House 
can understand, and one which will answer the 
expectations of the country and the parties who 
are to be benefited by it. 

1 merely wish to understand the matter thor- 
oughly before | am called upon to vote upon it; 
and I desire that when we act, we may act intel- 
ligently, and make a perfect law. 

] understand the operation of this law, so far as 
it has been carried into effect—and that has not 
been to any very great extent—has been such that 
the land office has, in fact, been obliged themselves 
to levislate, in order to carry out what was sup- 

osed to be the intention of the framers of the act. 

‘he honorable gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 


I desire to report back from the | 


Cons] will not understand me as opposing this 


amendment, or as opposing the bill itself. 

Mr. COBB. Of course not. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. All I want is, that we 
may have such information as to enable us to act 
understandingly. 
ance, and the amount of land which will be taken 
up under this bill is enormous. It is therefore 
fitting, and proper, and just that, while we legislate 
at all upon this subject, we should legislate with 
a knowledge of what we are doing. 

Mr. COBB. I can enable the gentleman to do 
that, if he will allow me. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Certainly I will. 

Mr. COBB. As the gentleman has spoken in 


The subject is of vast import- | 
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form a compact body, it does not join, and, there- || Mr. COBB. I will give the 


fore,the owner of lands cannot enter land under 
the law, unless it forms with his own a compact 
body, and hence is virtually deprived of the bene- 
fics of the law in many instances. Such was not 
the intention of Congress. 

Now, in order to carry out the intention of 


Congress, I propose—and it is with the approba- | 
tion of the Land Office that I do soto strike out | 
from the bill the word ‘‘ adjoining,’’ and insert in | 
lieu thereof the word ** neighboring,’’ and inserting 


the further provision that the location shall not 
be more than four miles distant, and retaining the 


' restriction of the criginal bill, in relation to the 


amount entered, to three hundred and sixty acres. 
That proposed amendment meets with the appro- 
bation of the General Land Office Department. 
I presume my friend from Illinois [Mr. Wasn- 
BURNE] will assent to the propriety of this amend- 


| ment. 


Now, to those gentlemen who have objection 
to the graduation bill; to those who have raised 
a clamor about it, because it has been a source of 
speculation, and has afforded facilities to specula- 
tors to monopolize the cheap lands, | wish to say 
a word, and call their attention to the legislation 
proposed in reference thereto, and I think they 
will sanction the proposition. And I can say 
here that, so far as speculation has been carried on 
under the provisions of that bill, it is my good 
fortune to know that the people of my district 
have not violated the solemn oath required to be 


taken by that act, and entered into speculations | 


on the strength of such oaths. But if men have 


been guilty of a violation of that provision, by a | 
false oath, they have practiced a fraud upon indi- | 


viduals, and not upon the Governmet; for the Gov- 
ernment gets the money of the speculators. Indi- 
viduals are defrauded, because the object of the 
bill was to secure its privileges to actual cultiva- 
tors and settlers, and he who enters a tract, under 
an oath that he actually intends to occupy and 
cultivate the same, when it is not his intention so 
to do, would perjure himself; and if men will 
perjure themselves, I do not know how we can 
always prevent it. But we propose an amend- 
ment to provide against that as far as possible, 
and the proposition is, that, to secure actual occu- 
pation, settlement, and cultivation, the individual 
shall prove that he is actually upon the land, be- 
fore he shall be permitted to enter it at all. 


I hope my friend from Illinois will give his | 


sanction to that. Ifit shall be adopted, then the 
facilities which, it has been said, this affords for 
speculation, cannot be extended any further. It 
prevents it by requiring the man who desires to 
enter land under it, to go upon it, and to prove 
that he is upon it, before he can enter it. 

If there 1s no objection to that, then [ apprehend 
the bill is perfect. 


| concerned, I submitted the whole question to the 


regard to the bill which has been passed, and of / 


its defects—a bill which he has denounced as 
unfit to have been passed by Congress—and inas- 
much as its bearing has not been such as the Con- 
gress of the United States intended thatit should be, 
it becomes necessary for me to look at the bearings 
of that bill, and at its provisions. But, before I 
attempt to do that, I will state to the House the 


importance of these proposed amendments to the | 


bill itself. 


In the first place, the original law, the gradua- 


tion bill, requires affidavits to be made before the 
registers and receivers of the land offices. That 


provision of the bill works a great hardship toa | 


number of individuals. For instance, an infirm 
individual, or a widow, would not be able to reach 
the land office for the purpose of making the 
affidavit required by law. The amendment which 
relates to that provision of the bill, allows the 
affidavit to be made before any person properly 
authorized to administer oaths, under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Interior. 

The second provision of the bill requires that 
prune already owning land, and desiring to 
ocate a section for farming purposes, must locate 
the land adjoining hi’ own. Now, the word 
‘*adjoining’’ has been so construed by the Land 
Office as to require that the land shall form acom- 


pactbody. They have decided that, if it does not || mate 


Commissioner of the General Land Office, with a 
request that he would frame a bill which weuld 
obviate all the objections which have been raised 
to this one. In pursuance of that request, he 
handed me that bill. [ trust the House will see 
the necessity of passing it immediately. 

If this speculation is going on, which is com- 


plained of by the New York Tribune, and other | 
papers, it is the duty of Congress to pass the law, | 


and put a stop to such speculation instantly, and | 
should not be a faithful representative and legis- 
lator did I not insist upon its speedy passage. In 
accordance with my duty, then, I ask that it may 
be acted upon now, that it may be passed, and 
sent to the Senate for their concurrence, that, in 
the shortest possible time, we may put a stop to 
this clamor which is going on in reference to 
speculation under this graduation bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 wish to inquire 


| of the gentleman from Alabama, if this bill so pro- 
| poses to amend the graduation act of last session, 
| as to require a person who wishes to enter land at 
| the graduated price, to be upon the land, and in 


actual possession, before he can make the entry? 
Mr. COBB. 


first bill intended to — but the speculator | 


has availed himself of the defective phraseology 
of that bill, and hence the necessity of this amend- 


| ment. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think that amend- 


| ment will cut off from the benefits of this law 


ae all the persons who would desire legiti- 
y to avail themselves of its provisions. 





As far as the amendments are | 


It does; and that was what the | 








ent 
|| portunity to tell the House wee, one - 0 
|assertion, unsupported by facts or are Se 
might prejudice the matter.  ohment 
Mr. JONES. Because a man who wis) 
|| enter land under the bill, although that long 
'| woods, and uncultivated, he must go there .. 
upon it, and erect himself a cabin befor | 
make an entry at all. 
Mr. COBB. All right. 
Mr. JONES. Wherethe necessity of » 
'requirement? If aman desires to swear; 
for the benefitof a speculator, he may do go 
this provision as well as under the other: |. 
|| put up a shanty, take the oath, and enter the},,. 
|| Mr. COBB. The difficulty is this, a, 4 
|| House will see at once: Under the provisions 
the law, as it now stands, a man may swear +h. 
|, he enters the land for the purpose of actual oe. 
pation and cultivation; but, in doing so, he, »:, 
,, Same time, construes the law to mean occy stinn 
and cultivation at any future time—fifty yesrs 
|| hence, if you please. _ 
| Mr. JONES. The gentleman said something 
| about trouble at the Land Office in carrying o> 
| the provisions of the bill. Did they examine the. 
| proposed amendments, or this substitute, up thers: 
|| Mr. COBB. They drew up the bill, and handed 
| it to me. 
|| . Mr. JONES. Well, si¥, [ do not know wheth» 
they are favorable to this mode of disposing of thy 
public lands, or not, at that office. I know, as 
their reports show, that they are very hostile j 
granting homesteads. But when it comes to giyins 
the lands for railroads, to corporations, and gne-. 
ulators, such propositions receive the indorsemen 
|| of the Land Office. 
|| But, sir, will the effect of this bill be really to 
|| benefit the honest settler who wishes to avail him. 
|| self of the privileges of the graduation bill? 0, 
is it one that will throw obstacles in the way of 
|| one who wishes to secure for himself a home upon 
the public domain? I cannot see how it will inure 
to the benefit of the bona fide settler who wishes 
to get this land, to provide that he shall actually 
| settle upon it before he may secure his claim 
|| There are none of these lands in my country, but 
|} aman in my neighborhood may think that, by 
| going over into the neighborhood of the distri« 
| of the gentleman from Alabama, he may find a 
|| quarter section of the public land that he would 
like to settle upon. But he does not like to leave 
| his home where he now lives until he has gecured 
|| a place in the country to which he proposes to 
i|remove. Now, [ think he should be allowed 
‘| go there and make affidavit under oath of his in- 
|| tention to settleand cultivate the land; and then, 
|| having secured the land, to return and make his 
| arrangements for going there to settle. 
I know that there is nothing further from the 
intention of the gentleman from Alabama than w 
| throw obstacles in the way of the actual settlers 
|| upon the public lands. 1 doubt not that his 0b- 
| ject in advocating this amendment, is to guard 
| against the use of improper means by spectators 
| in securing the public lands under the graduation 
|| bill of the last session. But, from hearing that 
|| part of it read to which I have made reference, 
doubt very much whether his object wii be 
accomplished. 
| Mr. OLIVER, of Missouri. 
|| a single suggestion. 
|| Mr. COBB. I believe I still have the floor. | 
'| desire to say one word in answer to the gentleman 
from Tennessee. The difficulty which the gen- 
| tleman suggests could be removed by a provision 
|| to the effect that, after the lands had been located 
| under this law, unless the locator removed there 
‘| with his family, and actually settled upon ant 
| cultivated the same within—say thirty or s!x'y 
| days—his title should be forfeited. But tho! 
| would render the law at once complicated. (et 
|| tlemen must see that it would render it very co™- 
| plicated, because the forfeiture would have to ” 
|| declared, and a law-suit would, probably, in most 
cases have to be gone through with. But this) 
is for the benefit of those who actually settle up" 
and cultivate the lands, and it removes all dow 
or difficulty in reference to the matter by prov 


|| ing that a man must actually settle upon the lands 
'| and cultivate them, before he can avail himsel! 0 
| the privileges of the law. a 

Mr. HOUSTON. With the permission of my 


colleague, [Mr. Cons,] I will suggest to the gen- 
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: om Tennessee, that he move to strike out 
emer on to which he alludes, if he intends to 
- ” his opposition to it, and then allow the 
eo provisions, which are certainly emi- 

oa ner, and eminently called for, and to 

| presume, no one will object. I hope, 

‘are, that he wi | make that motion; and if a 

vty of the House agree to strike out that 
vet the remainder be passed. 

ir, COBB. The gentleman from Tennessee 
. wet the floor to make any such motion. 

“Mr. HOUSTON. I presume my colleague 

not keep the floor all day. 

vir, COBB. IT can keep the floor for one hour. 

MM; OLIVER. Am I not entitled to the floor? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair awarded the floor 
ventieman from Missouri, supposing the 
ventiemal from Alabama had concluded his re- 
al s: but if the gentleman still claims the floor, 
» Chair will rule that he is still entitled to it. 
Vr. COBB. Iam willing to yield the floor to 
» ventleman from Missouri for a suggestion. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the gentleman 
fom Alabama still retains the floor, I hope he will 
wield it to me for a suggestion. With his permis- 
“on. | would suggest that, if there have been any 
‘andulent entries under this graduation law, we 
od better provide, by this bill, that such entries 
shall be declared null and void; that these men 
never had any legal title to the land, and that they 
now have no title to it. 
~ Now, one word in reply to t he remarks of the 
ventieman from the limestone district, in Ala- 
bama, (Mr. Hovston,] I say to the gentleman 
‘hat Lam not making opposition to this bill atall. 
If there isa man in this House, or if there ever 
wasaman in this House, who isa friend to the 
settler, and who is m favor of putting the public 

:;nto the hands of the actual cultivators and 

f the soil, at the lowest possible price, and 
of affording them all the facilities of a home, [am 
one of them. 

Mr. HOUSTON. With the consent of my 
iwue, | will say to the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, that I am aware of the course he has 
always pursued in this House in reference to the 
: disposition of the public lands, and that 

he has occupied the position which he states. I 
lid not suppose he was making opposition to the 
entire bill; and it was on account of the friendship 
wiich | knew he extended to the settler upon the 
public lands, that 1 appealed to him to confine his 
osition to that section which he had pointed 

'; and if there is a majority of the House in 

vor of striking it out, to allow the remainder of 
the bill to pass. 

Mr. JONES. If Thad the floor for that pur- 
pose, | would move to strike out that section of 

ill. Bat l would suggest to the other gentle- 

from Alabama, who reported this bill, [Mr. 
Voss,| that perhaps the best plan to remedy the 
leiects of the law, would be simply to extend 
the right, under the existing law, to each person 
vho is now authorized by it to enter not exceeding 
‘hree hundred and twenty acres at the graduated 
prices, and then to require him to make oath that 
ie bad not entered land before under this gradua- 
tion bill. This would make no distinction between 
a loreign and native-born citizen, and would place 
ail upon the same footing. 

Mr. COBB. I will say to the gentleman from 
Tennessee, that the suggestion made by him may 
ve very good, so far as it goes, but I wish to call 
his attention to the fact, that he still leaves what is 
acknowledged to be an evil—a great and crying 
‘vii—standing. He would still permit any per- 
son, by declaring that he intends to settle upon 
he land, to come and enter it, and then never to 
settle upon it or cultivate it at all. That is what 
| desire most to prevent, and that is what this bill 
Proposes to prevent, by requiring a man to settle 
upon the land before he can have the benefit of 
the graduation law. 
bere have already been improperly-made shall 
a ull and void, as the gentleman suggests, I think 

uid make the bill too complicated, and would 


cjectionable upon that ground. 


make a suggestion? 

‘ Mr. COBB. Certainly; because I am always 
ond of hearing suggestions. 

_Mr.ORR. 1 do not think the House is exactly 
it & position to act upon this bill; and I would 
*uggest to the gentleman from Alabama that he 
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But to provide tnat entries | 


Ir. ORR. Will the gentleman allow me to | 





subject postponed until Tuesday week, and that 
| the bill be printed. By thattime we shall have it 
upon our desks, and shall be prepared to act upon 
it. It will not lose its present position in its class 
of business. 
Mr. COBB. 
the proposition that it was printed. 
Mr. LETCHER. Whenand where? 
Mr. COBB. It was printed in the Globe a few 
days ago. 
Mr. OLIVER. I hope the gentleman from 
| Alabama will allow me an opportunity of offering 
an amendment to hisamendment. I desire to offer 
it now, in order that it may be printed with the 
bill and the gentleman’s amendment, and I appeal 


move to have the further consideration of the | 
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I stated when I first introduced 


to the courtesy of the gentleman to afford me the 
| 


opportunity. 


Mr. COBB. Of course, I will not object to 


any amendments being proposed, provided [ con- 
sent to the proposition of the gentleman from 
South Carolina; and if it be the pleasure of the 
| House, I will certainly consent to the postpone- 
ment of the bill. But | want to get clear of the 
crying evil that is coming up to us. The press 
| that is hostile to the principle of the measure, rep- 
resent thatit enables speculators to monopoiize the 
whole of the publiclands. 1 wantto strike atthe 
root of that evil, and remedy it at once. 

Mr. OLIVER. I ask that my amendment may 
be read. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Alabama yield the floor? 

Mr. COBB. I will yield it after one suggestion, 
as it seems to be the pleasure of the House. [| 
move that the further consideration of the bill be 
pestponed for one week. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
suggestion will be adopted. 

Mr. COBB. J move,also, that the bill and the 

| proposed amendments be printed. 
| ‘The question was taken on Mr. Coss’s motion; 
and it was agreed to. 


| ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that the committee had examined, 
| and found truly enrolled, a joint resolution ‘ for 
| the appointment of Regents of the Smithsonian 
| Institution;’’ and said resolution thereupon re- 
| ceived the signature of the Speaker. 


| CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF NEBRASKA. 
| 


I hope that 


Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Speaker, abill from the 
| Senate came in this morning, and is now upon your 
| table, entitled ** Anact to provide for the contingent 
expenses of the Territory of Nebraska.’’ If the 


| The appointment of a successor to the late Gov- 
ernor Burt has been made, and the gentleman ap- 
pointed is now inthis city. As the bill will show, 
the contingent fund appropriated last session was 
drawn by Governor Burt. 


settled. 


braska; and that being the case, the bill proposes 
that $1,000 shall be appropriated for the contingent 
purposes of that Territory until, in time, such a 


|| settlement can be made as may be ordered to be 


made with the estate and heirs of the late Gov- 
ernor Burt. 1 ask that the bill may be taken up 
| and read. 

No objection being made, the bill—Senate No. 
528—was taken from the Speaker’s table, and read 
a first and second time by its title. 

The bill, or joint resolution—the enacting clause 
being in the form of a joint resolution—was then 
read in extenso by the Clerk. 

It provides ‘* that the sum of one thousand 
be appropriated to defray the contingent expenses 
| of the Governor of the Territory of Nebraska for 
the remainder of the present fiscal year,’’ 
recites the causes which.have rendered the appro- 
priation necessary, as given above in the remarks 
of Mr. Houston. 

r. HOUSTON. I propose to fill the blank 

with the word ‘‘dollars.”” I do not know why it 
|| was omitted by the Senate. The object of the 
joint resolution is, to appropriate $1,000 to the 
|| present wants for contingencies of the Territory, 
| until a 
|| estate of the late Governor Burt. The latter part 
|| of the resolution restricts the contingent expenses 








|| would object to it. 


House will alloW it to be read, it explains itself, | 


Owing, however, to | 
| his unfortunate death, the accounts have not been | 
It is important that the present Governor | 
should depart at once for the Territory of Ne- | 


and | 


roper settlement can be made with the | 
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of the Territory to $1,500—the amount originally 
appropriated. 

Mr. ORR. Is the joint resolution before the 
House upon its passage? 

The SPEAKER. The question now is upon 
ordering it to a third reading. 

Mr. ORR. I have had occasion, Mr. Speaker, 
to look somewhat into the accounts of the late 
Governor Burt, and | would be very much grati- 
fied to have an opportunity afforded me of offering 
an amendment to the joint resolution now under 
consideration. It seems that, when Governor Burt 
received theappointment of Governorof Nebraska, 
he drew $1 ,500 for contingencies of that Territory. 
He reached his destination; but was ill at the time 





| of his arrival, and continued to grow worse; and 


a few days only before his death, the oath of office 
was administered to him by the chief justice of the 
Territory. 

My information is, that of the $1,500 which he 
drew, $1,000 was, upon his death, turned over to 
the Secretary of the Territory, who became, under 
the law, acting Governor upon the death of the 
Governor. There is, however, no evidence of 
that fact in the Treasury Department. The Sec- 
retary of the Territory has not acknowledged the 
receipt of the $1,000. I presume that that omis- 
sion has grovn out of this circumstance: The 
House is aware of the fact that Governor Burt 
was a native and citizen of my own State, South 
Carolina; when he received his appointment, he 
made arrangements to go to the Territory of Ne- 
braska; in so doing, he was subjected to a very 
considerable expense, which I desire the House, 
in some shape or other, to provide for; he carried 
with him a portion of his family; and the salary 
which he received from the date of his commission 
to that of his death, was wholly inadequate to 
defray the necessary expenses of his removal. 
Upon his death, the acting Governor of the Ter- 
ritory appointed a committee, composed, I believe, 
of two citizens of Nebraska, and two or three 
gentlemen from South Carolina, who had accom- 
panied Governor Burt, to carry home his remains; 
and the probability is, that this $1,000 which has 
not been acknowledged by the Secretary of the 
Territory, has been expended in carrying home 
the remains of Governor Burt from Nebraska to 
South Carolina. It will require some legislation 
to protect the acting Governor of Nebraska in 
making that disposition of the funds, and I sup- 
pose there is no gentleman in the House who 
It was meet and proper that 
the remains of Governor Burt should be carried 
to the soil of the State where he lived, and where 
most of the members of his family are still resid- 
ing, to be interred alongside the remains of his 
father. 

I would be very glad to offer an amendment to 
this resolution to legalize the expenditure which 
Governor Cumming made, for the purpose of 


, sending home the remains of Governor Burt in 
> 


| for the present. 


charge of the committee, and also to direct the 
Comptroller of the Treasury to pay to the repre- 
sentatives of Governor Burt whatever sum was 
actually expended by him for traveling expenses, 
and his outfit to'the Territory. It will not be a 
very large sum, but it will afford a great relief to his 
family, who are left in a very destitute condition, 

Mr. HOUSTON. Will my friend from South 


| Carolina allow me to suggest to him, that the 


legislation he desires would be better suspended 
I have listened attentively to his 
remarks; and it is very evident that he is not 
himself in possession of the facts necessary to 
such legislation as he desires. It will be just as 


| competent for him, at some other period of the 


session, to accomplish his object. If, however, 
he appends his amendment to this bill, it will 
delay action upon it; and if the amendment is 


| adopted, it will have to go back to the Senate for 


] 
| 


their approval. It is very important that the 
present Governor should take his departure at an 
early period for the Territory of Nebraska. I 
hope, therefore, without expressing any opinion 
as to the suggestions made by my friend from 
South Carolina, that he will allow the subject, as 
far as he has presented it, to remain suspended 
for the present, and permit the bill to pase in its 
present shape. ; 

The SPEAKER. The Chair begs the indul- 
gence of the House fora moment, to the order 
made by them a few moments since to print the 
bill reported by the gentleman from Alabama 
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Mr. Cons] with the pending amendments. 
Some gentlemen upon the floor understood the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Oxiver] was also to be printed; and 
also a similar amendment offered by the gentle- 
man from Indiana, (Mr. Encissu,] but that order 
was not made. Is it the pleasure of the House 
that these amendments shail also be printed ? 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 

Mr. ORR. I have no special desire to press 
the suggestion I have presented at this particular 
time, although the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
Hoveron}] must be well aware of the difficulties 
that lie in the way of getting this subject before the 
House again. If the amendment I desire to offer 
is proposed to any appropriation bill, it may be 
ruled outof order. Under the rules of the House, 
it might be in order; but that question, in all prob- 
ability, would be made by some gentleman upon 
the floor. That is one difficulty in the way, and 
that is one reason why I desire, when the proper 
resolution or bill is before the House, to append to 
it such an amendment as | think, in justice and 
equity, the House ought to adopt. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If no one objects to it as an 
amendment to this bill, it is pretty conclusive 
evidence that they will not object to it as an 
amendment to any other bill. Lonly make the 


appeal I do to the gentleman from South Carolina, | 


not with the view of defeating hisamendment, but 


with a view of allowing it to pass by for the pres- | 


ent, so that the appropriation asked for in the bill 
may be made at once available, and so that the 
Governor may go at once to his destination. 

Mr. ORR. 
poning this matter. 
tinacious in pressing the amendment I desire to 
offer; butit seems to me that the present bill is 
the appropriate one to which it can be appended. 


The latter clause of the resolution or bill under | 


consideration, if I heard it correctly, provides that 


no greater sum than $1,500 shall be allowed for | 


the present year for the contingencies of that Ter- 
ritory. If I should offer an amendment or sep- 


arate bill for the benefit of the representatives of | more. 
| upon the passage of the bill. 


Governor Burt, any gentleman so disposed might 
thrust that in my face and say that there was 
Mr. HOUSTON. I do not know that I am 





disposed to thrust any thing in the face of my | 
i understand the | 


friend from South Carolina. 
restriction in the bill to amount to this, that no 
more money shall be applied for the contingent 
expenses of that Territory, and not that there 
shall be no more appropriated to the Territory. 
The restriction is upon the use of the money, for 
this bill itself appropriates $1,000 in addition to 
the $1,500 heretofore appropriated. That is, there 
are $2,500 which might be properly applied to the 
contingenciesof the Territory. ‘This bill proposes 
that the original amount intended to be applied to 
the contingencies of that ‘Territory shall be re- 


tained, and also provides for the addition of $1,000 | 


to be applied to the same purpose. 

Mr. ORR. The $1,500 which have been al- 
ready appropriated, and which, perhaps, may be 
expended in the way I have indicated, ought prop- 
erly to be passed by the accounting officer of the 
Treasury as a proper contingency. Yet there is 
no law which would authorize the accounting 
officer of the Treasury so to regard it. 

The gentleman from Alabama suggests, that it 
will be absolutely necessary to send this bill back 
to the Senate, if any amendment is adopted at the 
present time. 
send the bill back to the Senate in any event, for 
I believe that the gentleman himself proposes an 
amendment to the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Merely as a matter of form. 
* Mr. ORR. The bill will have to go back to the 
Senate, nevertheless. I do not desire to delay the 
departure of Governor Cumming for the Territory 
of Nebraska, but I would like to have this matter 
considered to-day. I would prefer to have it post- 
pom if | can do so, until to-morrow, or the first 
egislative day we may have, when I may beable 
to offer an amendment, perhaps, which I| think 
will be in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman from 
South Carolina will not persist in his desire for a 
postponement of this question. 


There is another difficulty in post- 
[am not disposed to be per- | 





I suppose it will be necessary to | 





If he desires to | 
propose an amendment, let him do it now, so that | 
we may not encounter any additional delays to 
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make the appropriation asked for by this bill | 
available atonce, without these intervening delays; | 


and | hope, therefore, that he will notinsist upon 
a postponement of this matter. 


Mr. LETCHER. 


resolution. I do not exactly like its present | 
phraseology. ‘The three first lines read in this 
way: 


“* Be it enacted, §c., Thatthe sum of £1,000 be appropri- 


ated to defray the contingent expenses of the Governor of 
the Territory of Nebraska, for the remainder of the present 
fiscal year.”? 

As [ understand this appropriation of $1,000, 
it is for the contingent expenses of the Territory 
of Nebraska; but, as that resolution stands, it is 


an appropriation for the contingent expenses of || 


the Governor of Nebraska. I propose the fol- 


lowing amendment, then: to strike out the word || 


** Governor,’’ and insert in lieu thereof the word 
‘‘ government,’’ so that it will read as follows: 
Be it enacted, §c., Thatthe sum of $1,000 be appropriated 


to defray the contingent experfses of the government of the | 


Territory of Nebraska for the remainder of the present 
fiscal year, &e. 


The question was taken; and the amendment || 


was agreed to. 
The question then recurred upon the amend- 


ment of Mr. Houston, to insert the word ** dol- | 


lars;’’ and it was agreed to. 

Mr. LETCHER. Did I understand the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] to with- 
draw his proposition to amend the bill? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South 
Carolina did not submit an amendment. 

Mr. LETCHER. Yes; but he suggested one, 
and I want to know how the matter stands. 

Mr. ORR. 


the additional section. I give notice, however, to 
the House, that I shall bring the matter up when 
1 ama little better prepared with an exact state of 


the accounts of Governor Burt, and I hope the | 


House, will be then prepared to do justice to his 
family in this matter. 
Mr. HAVEN. I move the previous question 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be now put. 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time, and having been read, it was subsequently 
passed. 

ARMY BILL. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, for the purpose of taking up House bill 


No. 562, making appropriations for the support | 


of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1856. 


Mr. BRIDGES. I ask my friend from Ala- 


bama to withdraw that motion for a moment, to | 


give me an opportunity to correct an error, or 


| rather to offer an amendment to the resolution I 


offered this morning in relation to foreign paupers. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I have no objection. 


Mr.BRIDGES. The House have adopted a | 
resolution this morning requesting the Committee | 
on the Judiciary to inquire into the expediency of | 
preventing, by law, the emigration of foreign pau- | 


pers. It has been suggested that the words ‘‘ and 
criminals’’ should be inserted after the word 
‘** paupers’’ in the resolution, so that it shall read 


**to prevent, by law, the importation of foreign | 


paupers and criminals into the United States.’’ 


Mr. RICHARDSON. The word “ criminal’? || 


alone will not answer. 

Mr. DAWSON. Add the words ‘‘ and con- 
victs.”’ 

Mr. BRIDGES. The word * criminals’’ will 
make the resolution broad enough. 

The question was put; and the amendment was 
agreed to. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I ask the gentle- 


' man from Alabama to withdraw his motion, to || 


allow me to offer a motion for the printing of a 
bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will do so. 

Mr. DAVIS. I movethat House bill No. 584, to 
organize the Washington Male Orphan Asylum, 
be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE. I move that the House 


which an amendment, such as he speaks of, would || do now adjourn. 


subject us. If we intend to do.anything, let us ' 


The motion was not agreed to. 


I would like to suggest to | 
my friend from Alabama an amendment to this | 


Atthe suggestion of friends around | 
| me, | propose not to embarrass the present bill by | 





December 9¢ 
ce as . ’ 
| Mr. HOUSTON. I now insist upon m ; . 
| Mr. COBB. As there seems to be in, 

apprehension in relation to the order whi) 
| made in reference to the graduation land 4!) .. 
inasmuch as many desire to have the bj} , 


ar 


i ; ; ill of Js 
—the original graduation bill—printed, | ode ae 
House to have that bill printed, in conne:,” 


with the bill which was first offered | 
session, and with the amendments wh 
offered thereto. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object. 

Mr. LETCHER. Letushavethemall tose: 

The House refused to order the printino 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 
| Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 


DY Me this 
ICD | haye 


her, 


| nae I rise to, 
| privileged question. I move that when this 1, e 


adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Friday next 
Mr. BOCOCK. I demand the yeas and no» 
upon that motion. a 
Mr. KEITT. I suspect, sir, that the Hoy: 
may as well concur in the motion of my f; i 
from Georgia. We have nota quorum, and we 
cannot do any business without it, F 
The SPEAKER. The Chair would sugges: :, 
the gentleman that the motion is not debatable. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the motion wij) jo 
be agreed to. We can act upon some of thes». 
propriation bills. a 
he House was divided on the demand for ths 
yeas and nays, and twenty-three only voting jy 
favor thereof, a 
The SPEAKER declared the yeas and nays 
were not ordered. = 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Iask that the other gj 
may be counted. We may believe there js 
quorum present; and in order to test it, [ ask tha 
the negative be counted. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. Lask for tellers wpon the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
the other side. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I suggest to my friend 
from Virginia whether we had not better take the 
| question on the motion to adjourn over by tellers, 


Mr. BOCOCK. Well, | will withdraw the 
demand for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I call for tellers upon 
the motion to adjourn over. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ricuannsox 
and HamiILTon were appointed. 


The House was divided; and the tellers reported 
sixty in the affirmative, when—— 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yess 
| and nays upon the motion. 
| ‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken upon the motivi, 
and decided in the negative—yeas 58, nays (2; as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Appleton, David J. 0 

| Banks, Benson, Bristow, Campbell, Carpenter, Caret er, 
| Chamberlain, Chase, Cook, Crocker, Cullom, Thomas 
| Davis, Thomas D. Eliot, Etheridge, Farley, Penton, bid 
| dings, Goodrich, Green, Grow, Wiley P. Harris, Hill, ! 

|| yer, Hughes, Hunt, Johnson, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kuox 
Letcher, Lewis, Mace, Mayall, Meacham, (ids, Packer, 
Parker, Preston, Reese, David Ritchie, Russell, Sali 

Shannon, Simmons, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander tl. 
Stephens, John J. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Upiam, 
Wade, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Tappan 
Wentworth, Westbrook, and Zollicoffer—5s. 

NAYS —Messrs. Barksdale, Barry, Bocock 3oyce, 
Bridges, Brooks, Clingman, Cobb, Corwin, Craige, Uur's, 
John G. Davis, Dawson, Dick, Dowdell, Dunbar. | 
man, Eddy, English, Fuller, Greenwood, Hami'ton, Aaa 


le 
no 


I insist upon a count of 








Harlan, Andrew 4. Harlan, Haven, Hendricks, Heo, 
| Houston, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Kidwell, Lan, 
Latham, Lilly, Macdonald, McDougall, McMuliia, Me- 
Queen, Maxwell, Smith Miller, Morrison, Nichols, Mor 


| 

| decai Oliver, Orr, Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, P 
lips, Pratt, Puryear, Ready, Richardson, Thomas Ritchey, 
Ruffin,Sage, Sapp, Seymour, Samuel A. Smith, William 
R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Andrew Stuart, Warren, and 

} Wellz—62. 

| So the House refused to adjourn over. , 

| The question then recurred upon the motion that 

|| the House resolve itself into the Committee of the 

| Whole on the state of the Union. 

| Mr. HAMILTON. I demand tellers upon the 

| motion. 

| Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hamito» 

| 

| 





and Grow were appointed. 
|| Mr. LETCHER. I move that the House ¢ 
| now adjourn. ; 
| The question was put; and the motion agree 
| to; and i 

Thereupon the House adjourned until to-mor 
row, at twelve o’clock, m. 
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IN SENATE. || ‘The message also announced that the Speaker 
a eal : : 

Wepnespay, December 27, 1854. || had signed an enrolled joint resolution to provide 
, ay He || for the appointment of Regents of the Smithsonian 
praver by Rev. Henry SLICER. d a lastitution ; which was thereupon signed by the 
TheJour! lof yesterday wasread andapproved. | President pro tempore. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, {| THE INDIAN TERRITORIES. 
RESIDENT pro tempore laid before the On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, it was 
a communication from the Secretary of Ordered, That the bill to establish and organize the Ter- 
ade in compliance with a resolution of the || ritories of Chel-o-kee, Mus co-gee, and Chalh-ta, be recom 
thet h instant, transmitting a letter of the || mitied to the Committee on Territories. 


The 


Seyate 


War, 8 


ee isnel of Topographical Engineers, inclosing an || CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS. 
ceiract from a report of Lieutenant Colonel J. E. Mr. BADGER, [believe it is very well known 


van. the officer in charge of the improvement 

“¢ the Des Moines and Rock river rapids, of the 

stieaissippi river, and also a copy of a report of 

yi ISSISS! py’ . 

tony G. Floyd, the agent in charge of the above | 


to all of us here, sir, that a great number of the 
members of the body have taken advantage of the 
Christmas holidays to leave the city, and we shall 
, probably have a very thin attendance of the body 
work; which was referred to the Committee on | i¢ the Senate sit this week. Indeed, until after the 
Commerce, and orderéd to be printed. || first of January, the Senate are indisposed to trans- 
PETITIONS, ETC. || act any important business, and | do not know 
Mr. FISH presented the memorial of William || that it is necessary or proper to bring the Senators 
17. Brown, praying an appropriation to enable the || who are in the city here from day to day. There 
Se retary of the Navy to test an invention of his are gentlemen here who probablv desire to take a 
jr removing persons and property from ship- | little relaxation for themselves; | am not one of 
 anked vessels, and, if satisfactory, that he be || the number, though, myself. It is distinctly un- 
rized to purchase it for the use of the Navy; || derstood, however, that no business will be done 
whieh was referred to the Committee on Naval | until Tuesday next. 1 would suggest, therefore, 
Affaire. é' and I make a motion to the effect, that when the 
" Also, the petition of James Walling,a prisoner | Senate adjourns to-day, it be to meet on Friday; 
during the war of 1812, in Dartmoor prison, | and that when it adjourns on Friday next, it be to 
nraying to be allowed compensation for the suffer- | meet on the ensuing Tuesday. ‘That will only be 
pesendured by him in consequence of his impris- |, formally carrying out what is commonly under- 
‘ent; which was referred to the Committee on | stood informally among us—that no important 
Cleims business will be done until the Christmas holidays 
“Mr, SHIELDS presented the petition of John | are ended. I submit the motion in accordance 
§ Develin, late an officer in the Marine Corps, with these views. 
nrsying to be allowed a pension, to commence The motion was agreed to. 


af er the date of his disability; which was referred CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF NEBRASKA. 

to the Committee on Pensions. Mr TC ; 

Aceon ne samc ~~ Mr. DOUGLAS. I am told that the amend- 

J at Saae Meanie es oP) ments made by the House to the bill to provide 

! ee ee ee for the contingent expenses of the Territory of 
-pay due his father, John Holden, a lieutenant Wop paska are merely verbal ones, and I there- 

in the revolutionary army, may be paid to his | f+¢ ask the Senate to concur in them now. 


-.9t-law: wk TAs " i . 2 
pee een te hich w - referred to the Committee The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
on Revolutionary Claims. nents 


Mr. BROWN present iti is- || op ; I 
Mr. BROWN presented a petition of the regis The bill, as it passed the Senate, made the 


ter of the land office, and of the receiver of publi Sali : 

To a aia =e Miesioni me ae aoe o appropriation for the contingent expenses of the 
nevs a as ( LISSISS ( I sO . 

eae gee eee! PP!, prayilé ‘* Governor.”’ The first amendment of the House 


wre 


be allowed the same per centum on the sales of 
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corner of the State, to New York, with the proviso, 
however, that the act was not to take effect until 
Congress should consent to the cession. The 
Legislature of New York passed an act, on the 
2ist of July, 1853, accepting the sovereignty and 
jurisdiction ceded, upon the provisions expressed 
in the act of cession. Certified copies of these 
acts have been filed in the office of the Clerk of 
the House of Representatives. For better defining 
the limits and extent of the territory ceded, com- 
missioners were appointed by both States, and 
made a survey and map of the territory, and 
caused sufficient monuments to be erected along 
its eastern boundary line, a copy of which has 
also been deposited in the Clerk’s office. In con- 
sideration of these facts, the bill proposes to give 
the consent of Congress to the cession and annex- 
ation. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 


_ third time, and passed. 


COMMITTEE ON ENGROSSED BILLS. 


Mr. BADGER. Iam informed by one of the 
officers of the Senate, that the three gentlemen who 
compose the Committee on Engrossed Bills are 
now absent; and it is necessary that there should 
be some gentleman present to serve upon that 
committee. I move, therefore, that the Chair be 
authorized to appoint an additional member. 

The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Fessenpen 
was appointed. 


PENITENTIARY INDEBTEDNESS. 


Mr. NORRIS. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, to whom was 
referred the bill from the House of Representa- 
tives for the liquidation of the penitentiary in- 
debtedness, to report it back without amendment, 
recommend its passage, and ask for its consider- 
ation at this time. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. Its object is to 
appropriate $7,156 92, to enable the Secretary of 
the Interior to liquidate the present indebtedness 
of the penitentiary in the District of Columbia. 

No amendment being proposed, the bill was 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to a third 
reading. It was read a third time, and passed. 


ey a ee ed 


public lands as was received by them previous to 
he passage of the land graduation bill of August 
4, 1254; which was ordered to lie on the table. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion by Mr. BELL, it was 


Ordered, That J. P. Chase have leave to withdraw his 
ion and papers, tor the purpose of presentation to a 
Department. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


is to substitute ‘‘ government’’ for ** Governor.”’ 
The other amendment was to insert the word 
‘*dollars,’’ which had been accidentally omitted, 
after ‘* one thousand.”’ 

The amendments were concurred in. 


CESSION OF BOSTON CORNERS. 

Mr. ROCKWELL. A bill has been sent from | by Rev. Henry Siicer. 
the House, which I ask the Senate to consider 
and dispose of now, as it is a bill which simply 
relates to the settlement of a matter between the 


On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Weepnespay, December 27, 1854. 


TELEGRAPH TO THE PACIFIC. 
Mr. FARLEY. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


I ask the unanimous consent 


Mr. SHIELDS asked and obtained the unan-| State of Massachusetts and the State of New 
imous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill to || York, in regard to which those States are agreed. 
incorporate the St. Joseph’s Male Orphan Asylum _ {¢ js a bill * giving the consent of Congress to the 
in te District of Columbia; which was read afirst | cession, by the State of Massachusetts to the 


end second time by its title, and referred to the State of New York, of the district of Boston 
Committee on the District of Columbia. Corners.”’ 


Mr. WRIGHT, in pursuance of previous notice, The bill was read twice by its title. 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a billto con- | Mr, ROCKWELL. The bill relates to a dis- 
tinue the improvements in the harbor of Newark, | trict of land, containing about one thousand acres, 
New Jersey; which was read a first and second | situated in the southwest part of the Common- 
= ie by its title,and referred to the Committee on || wealth of Massachusetts, which is separated from 
ARSE | ; the other portion of that State by a mountain, so 
Mr. SLIDELL asked and obtained the unan- | as to make it inaccessible to the people of that 
‘mous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill || State. It belongs to no municipal organization. 
wr the relief of C. E. Greneaux; which was re- | }t contains but few inhabitants, and they are 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. desirous that the cession should be made. The 
TREATY WITH JAPAN. | State of New York has also consented to the 
Mr. FISH submitted the following resolution; || 29nexation, as my honorable friend (Mr. Fisn]} 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and | CaM state. I hope the bill will be passed now, as 
agreed to: | itis merely to give the consent of the General 
Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be Government to what the States and the people have 
instructed to inquire and report whether any and what already done. 7 ; 
jana should be allowed to Commodore M. C, Mr. FISH. I agree entirely with what my 
jn ee with the Empire | friend has said. It is a subject with which I have 
whsesoe Sener Tee-monen | been familiar for some time. If any expression 
Se ee "4 ey | be hecessary, on the part of the State of New 
A message was received from the House of || York, I am very happy to bear testimony in her 
‘presentatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, |) behalf of her willingness to take what Massachu- 
*nnouneing that they had passed a bill giving the || setts can no longer keep. (Laughter. } 
re of Congress to the cession, by the State of || |The Senate proceeded to consider the bill as in 
Massachusetts to the State of New York, of the | Committee of the Whole. 
strict of Boston Corners; also, that they had The Legislature of Massachusetts passed an act, 
passed a bill of the Senate to provide for the con- || which was approved May 14, 1853, ceding the 


tingent expenses of the Territory of Nebraska, sovereignty and jurisdiction over the district of 
With amendments. 


of the House to allow me to report back, from the 
Committee on Territories, Senate bill No. 60, 
with sundry amendments and an accompanying 
report. ‘This bill authorizes the construction of a 
subterranean lineof telegraph from the Mississippi, 
or the Missouri river, to the Pacific ocean. My 
object is to have the bill referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
printed. 

There being no objection, the bill was reported 
back, referred as indicated, and, with the report, 
ordered to be printed. 


MIAMI INDIANS—PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. HARLAN, of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 


have risen this morning for the purpose of making 
a personal explanation in relation to a certain mat- 
ter brought before the House a few days since. 
It will be remembered that when the Indian ap- 
propriation bill was under consideration, in the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
I offered to amend the bill by appropriating a cer- 
tain amount of money out of the Treasury to the 
Miami Indians, in Indiana. 

About a week ago the bill was taken up, and the 
amendment considered in my absence. I regret 
that | was necessarily absent during the pend- 
envy of that question. That amendment waa 
offered by me upon my own individual responsi- 
bility, without any petition or memorial, or any 


| information going before the House in any shape. 


i did it from my knowledge of the circumstances, 
which I had acquired as the representative of 


| these Indians, and at the request of the Indians 
Boston Corners, situated in the southwesterly || themselves. 
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The honorable member from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Onn,] on the day when the final action was 
taken upon the amendment, took upon himself to 
make a statement to the House in reference to the 
amendment. It will be remembered that, in June 
last, a treaty was made with the Miami Indians, 
by which a portion of them ceded their territory 
west of the Mississippi river to the United States. 
In reference to this treaty, the member from South 
Carolina addressed the House in these words: 

* Now, sir, on the 25th of February, 1541, a treaty was 
ratified between the Miami Indians and this Government, 
by the Senate of the United States; aud, among other stip- 
ulations, it was therein provided that the Miamies should 
receive a certain tract of land, bounded on the east by the 
State of Missouri, on the north by the country of the Weas 
and Kaskaskias, on the west by the Pottawatomies of In- 
diana, and on the south by the country assigned to the New 
York {ndians—in all esiimated to amount to five hundred 
thousand acres. Since that time, and during the course of 
the present year, another treaty has been negotiated with 
this same tribe of Indians. A portion of them emigrated 
west of the Mississippi, while the balance remained in the 
State of Indiana. The gentleman now proposes to make 
up a deficiency in the amount of this land. The deficieney 
was about one hundred and twenty or one hundred and 
thirty thousand acres. When the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs negotiated the treaty during the past summer, not 
only were the Indians residing west of the Mississippi 
present, and participating in the treaty, but also that por- 
tion of the tribe which remained in the State of todiana. 
This treaty which T hold in my hand was the result of the 
negouation. All parties were perfectly satisfied with it. 
The commissioner, when he came to negotiate the treaty, 
did not pay them for three hundred and seventy thousand 
acres of land, which the Government secured under this 
last treaty; but he paid them for the whole five hundred 
thousand acres, giving them $200,000. Both bands were 
satisfied, the Indiana one especially, expressing themselves 
to the effect that they had received a more favorable con 
sideration in the negotiation of the treaty than they bad 
anticipated. There is, therefore, not the shadow of a pre 
text fora claim on the Government for $100,000—not for 
even $5.”? 

And, sir, I believe it was upon this statement, 
made by the honorable member, that the House 
voted down the amendment. He proceeds further: 

« They have been fully paid every dollar to which they 
are entitied; and I only make these remarks now, so that 
hereafier, when this claim shal! be brought up—as [ sup- 
pose it will be—they may be used in evidence against it. 
rhe Government always weakens its opposition to such 
claims, while the parties pressing them strengthen their 
efforts. The two treaties, taken together, show that these 
Indians have received every dollar to which they are enti- 
ed, and the amendinent ought to be rejected.’ 


So it seems that the object of the gentleman 
was not only to prevent the passage of the amend- 
ment upon that occasion, but to forestall the action 
of Congress in future, if the claim should ever 
again be brought up. 


want it distinctly understood that | am not the 
person, if | know myself, to present a claim for 
the action of this House which I do not believe 
to be just, to be equitable, to be fair. Bat, this 
amendment having been thus summarily disposed 
of in my absence, upon the statement of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, and that statement 
going upon the record for the express purpose, as 
avowed, of being used as evidence agaimst the 
claim, if itshould come up again in the future, my 
silence upon the subject would be tantamount to 
an admission, upon my part, that I had presented 
a claim to the House without equity and without 
justice, which certainly is not the fact. 

Now, a few words in respect to the facts upon 
which this amendment was offered. And I may 
be permitted to state that | claim to know as much 
about this matter as any man in the country, I 


care not who he is, for | have acted as the agent | 


and friend of those Indians 


in this matter. It | 


may be necessary to state the fact that a portion | 
of the Miami Indians—a majority of the tribe— | 


reside in Indiana, and the remainder—a minority 
—in Kansas Territory. ‘There were five Indians 


says that the Miamies of Indiana were satisfied 
with this treaty with respect to the lands. I be- 
lieve that he will bear testumony to the fact that, 
when the treaty was pending in the Senate of the 
United States, in August last, the Miami Indians 
of Indiana asked that $100,000 should be given to 
them, because they had not been provided for by 
the treaty with respect to their lands west. I 
now wish to ask the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina a simple question, and I wish it to go upon 
the record for the purpose of future use, to meet 
the declaration made by the gentleman the other 
day. I wish him to state whether or not the tribe 
did not reside in Indiana, and whether or not they 
did not, in 1840, cede to the Government of the 
United States one of the most valuable Territories 
in the Union for $500,000, and a section of coun- 
try assigned to them west of the Mississippi, 
estimated to contain five hundred thousand acres 
of land? 

Mr. ORR. There was a treaty made in 1840, 
or 1841, under which the Government paid the 
Miami Indians a pretty large sum of money— 
perhaps $500,000—for certain lands which were 
ceded by the Indians. There was, previous to 
that time, another treaty made by those Indians, 
and the band which resided in the State of Indi- 
aia, in addition to receiving their proportion of 
the $500,000 under the treaty of 1840, and a 
pretty jarge amount under another treaty, had 
reservations granted to them by name, each grant 
stipulating the number of acres that they were to 
receive. ‘The gentleman is correct in stating that 
there was a treaty made, that $500,000 was paid 
to the Miamies, and a very valuable tract of terri- 
tory acquired from them. 

Mr. HARLAN. What does the gentleman 
say with reference to the amount of land assigned 
to them west of the Mississippi? 

Mr. ORR. The tract assigned to them, under 
the treaty of 1840, or 1841, was assigned by 
metes and bounds. 
by the country of the Weas and Kaskaskias, on 
the west by the State of Missouri, on the east by 
the Pottawatomies of Indiana, and on the south 


| by the lands assigned to the New York Indians. 


|| band. 
Now, sir, | wish to make this explanation: I 


The clause of the treaty prescribing the metes and 
bounds, end with these words: ‘‘ estimated to 
contain five hundred thousand acres.’’ | presume 
that is the statement the gentleman desires. 

Mr. HARLAN. The gentleman says that, by 
a former treaty, donations were given to this 
I do not think the gentleman would make 


It was bounded on the north | 


an incorrect statement if he was aware of it, but I | 


desire to say, for his information, that there is a 
distinction taken between a ‘*band’’ and a ‘‘tribe.”’ 
sy the treaty of 1840 there were reserved grants 
given to but two individuals. One section was 
given to Lafountain, and seven sections to Chief 
Richardville. 1 care not what reservations or 
grants were made in other treaties; for it will be 
remembered that the Government of the United 
States commenced treating with these Indians as 


| early as 1795, and that all the territory, west and 


northwest, now embraced in Ohio, and in the 


| northeastern portion of Indiana, belonged to 


of the Indiana portion of the tribe who came to this || 
city last summer as delegates, not for the purpose | 


of disposing of their lands, but for the express 
— of ascertaining why their annuity had 
een withheld. They were entitled to an annuity 


by express treaty stipulation, and they came here | 
in reference to that annuity. They had no av- | 


thority to sell their lands, and they came for no 
such purpose. And, sir, to give it the most tech- 


nical construction, only the five Indiana Indians, | 
who signed the treaty ceding the lands of the | 


tribe, were bound by it. The Indiana portion 
of the tribe are not bound by it in any respect 
whatever. 

Therefore, the statement of the gentleman from 
South Carolina is, I think, incorrect, when he 


them. 


Mr. ORR. 


Indians to whom he alludes? 
Mr. HARLAN. Richardville? 
Mr. ORR. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HARLAN. I cannot say what is the 


I would like to ask the gentleman | 
what is the value of the land reserved to those || 


value of the sections—perhaps $6,000 a section at | 


the present time. 
Mr. OR 
recipients of the value of that land ? 
Mr. HARLAN. 
died some eight years ago, and left it to three of 
his granddaughters in the tribe, and perhaps 
some others. 
Mr. ORR. The treaty declares that it was 


given to him in trust for the benefit of his band. 


Mr. HARLAN. The gentleman refers now 
to the reservation granted to Meshin-go-me-sia. 

Mr. ORR. What is the value of that land? 

Mr. HARLAN. That land was reserved to 
Moto-sin-ia, father of Meshin-go-me-sia, under 
the treaty of 1838, which gave us another section 
of country. 


Mr. ORR. Well, what is the value of that 


| land? 


Mr. HARLAN. pony thousand dollars; 
ten sections to be held by him in trust for the 


Who are to be, eventually, the 


I believe that Richardville | 


| 
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_and forty-eight in the West. Now,! want od 

r, under the treaty of Jy, 
last, those residing in Indiana got one oo. 
farthing for the proceeds of the sale of th 


| were continued to them at their solicitatio, pa 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs declares 
his report, which has been ordered to be pr 
although it has not yet been sent up h 
they not only expressed themselves satis 








West? 


Mr. ORR. I think about three hundreq 
diana, and two hundred in the West. 


December 9; 


| band. Not one in eight of the In: 
in Indiana derives any benefit un 
1840 and treaty of 1838. There 
| hundred Miamies in Indiana, and yore oe 
majority of the whole tribe ha 7 hae 
farthing under the treaty of June last 
of their interest in the western lands. 
being paid their full proportion, and bei 
they have received nothing—not one 
thing. Now, I will ask the gentleman 
Miamies reside in Indiana, and how 
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Mr. HARLAN. The exact number jg 4 
hundred and two in Indiana, and two hendeed 


the gentleman whether, 


inthe West? 


ask 


higle 
eir sand 


Mr. ORR. They did not; but certain annyjrie 


d 
q 
il ted, 
ere, that 
ened, ut 


declared that they had received greater advanitaoes 
under the treaty than they had hoped or expecied 


to receive when they left home. 
guage which the Commissioner of Indian Affyiry 


That is the! 


n 
ue 


employs in a communication addressed ty ky. 


officially, and which has been ordered to be pry; 
| I have sent to the document room, but ¢) 
| ment has not yet come up from the printers, 


ted 
t 


i€ Uocy- 


Mr. HARLAN. Sir, when these Indians jy 


Indiana have been deprived of every right 


they 


| were entitled to under the treaty, and in justice 
and equity, then it is announced that they ave sat. 


| be paid to them. 


| of salt, tobacco, iron, steel, &c. 








isfied. 


That announcement reminds me of 


the 


address of a celebrated officer to his army, when 


speaking of Rome and her policy, and whena 


’ 
UL 


to engage in battle with the Roman army, he 
says: ‘* When Rome has unpeopled a nation, so 
that there are none left to bear arms, she has wiveq 
So of these Indians; when 
| you have deprived them of every right, you have 
These Indians came here 
for the purpose of ascertaining why it was (hat 
past annuities, to which they were justly entitled, 
under treaty stipulations, had been withheld from 


peace to that people.” 


**siven satisfaction.” 


them. 


They became restive on this quesuon, oid 


came here to know why their annuities could ol 


In that way, end for that 


pose, they came to the city ef Washington; and 
all that was granted in June last was a commu'a 
tion of their perpetual annuity for $25,000, and 
annual annuities amounting to $5,080, in the shape 


Every dol ar if 


this amount has been withheld from those Indians 


residing in Indiana. 


In regard to the land west, 


they announce emphatically that they were not 
authorized by the tribes residing in Indiana, to 
| treat for the land. They had no council upon 
that subject; they knew nothing about it; and 
| they would not, therefore, act in regard to it 

I now wish to ask the honorable gentleman 


| from South Carolina, whether he has any inform- 


ation whether the treaty asking an appropriation 
of $100,000 for the Indians in Indiana, which 
was before the Senate of the United States for 
three days, was ratified or not? 


Mr. ORR. 


I can, of course, have no inform- 


ation of any amendment having been offered, 
inasmuch as the veil of secresy has not been re 
moved. I know not what transpired in the Senete. 
It has been said—and I have no reason to doubt 
it—that an amendment was offered to the treaty; 
but as for stating it officially, I cannot do it. 


Mr. HARLAN. 


I have now stated, in regard 
| to this matter, all that I desire to state. I wished 
_ simply to say to the House, that these Indians of 


Indiana have got nothing by this treaty, except 
what was guarantied them by former treaties. 

desire to say, that the Indians residing in Indiana 
feel that they are weak and feeble; and that—if I 
may so call it—they were, by an arbitrary deci*- 
ion, ruled out of all participation in any names 
resulting from the grant to the Indians of the lan¢s 
west. They have had no agency in the matter, 


and have not been regarded as owners in part of 


these lands; and they feel that they have been 
deeply aggrieved, and deprived of their interest '" 


them by this treaty. If 


e 


House are not willing 


met 
be 


day 
Fri 


tour 
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1854. 


the proceeds of the sale of lands, or whether it | 
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tow them their just demand, the time will, S ; 5. No. 71. An act for the relief of W. R. Nevins: and 
pe aos von come when justice will be awarted | was given for a commutation of past annuities | Oa ie 310. An act for the relief of the heirs of the late 
pe rT ‘assure the House that I have not at- | guarantied by former treaties? ee ae eee lid upon the table. 

. 0 offer an amendment asking an appro- | Mr. ORR. Treaties had heretofore been nego- JOHN §$ re “ AR r. 
vem oof a solitary dollar for an object which | | tiated with these Indians residing in Indiana, and On motion by Mr. WENTWORTH, of Mas- 
i hink honorable and praiseworthy | 1. was expected, at the time the last treaty was sachusetts, by unanimous consent, it was 
oe ORR. L hope the House will indulge me | concluded, (in 1840,) that they would remove to Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be discharged 

: king & few remarks 1n reply to the gentle- | their lands beyond the Mississippi, except such from the further consideration oft the bill tor the retret of 


' 


» saving anything upon the question at issue, | Many of them did not go. Others went, and re- 
me. if any impression has been produced in | turned. The Commissioner of Indian Affairs was 
i WJ se. or upon the country, unfavorable to || disposed to regard no one as belonging to the 
 tecrity of the honorable gentleman from In- |, Miami tribe except those who had removed 
a by the remarks made by meupon a former | When they came here to sell the three hundred 
snagiot, 10 disavow any such purpose upon my || and seventy thousand acres of land which had | 

~The gentleman from Indiana, doubtless, is || been given to them beyond the Mississippi, they 


Pr ve opinion that these Indians havea just claim |, were accompanied by the Miami Indiana Indians. 
* casthe Government of the United States. The || The treaty then made, and the one from which I || 
re though, as I understand them, and as they | have been reading, was a review, or a renegotia- || 
facts e : | 


» yndersiood officially by this Government, do 


tion of all the treaties between these tribes up to 
a 


feomn Indiana, (Mr. Hartan.] Before | com- || as were allowed special reservations of lands. John Stewart ; and that the samme be laid upon the table. 
man tro 


COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I move thatthe rules be sus- 


pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


The motion was agreed to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Davis, of Indiana, in the chair.) 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I move to take up House 


. } s Ss | 7 re ots ‘ a a bs 
, warrant that conclusion. Hence | used sirong || that time; and this last treaty was understood and | bill (No. 562) making appropriations for the sup 


- oopawe in the remarks which I made when the || declared to be perfectly satisfactory to all parties, |) POT of the Army for the year ending June 30, 


iment was under discussion before the com- |, including the Indiana Miamies. 


a It will beremembered by the House, that | But to return from this digression to the treaty | 


ree. 


1856 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask if the 


‘ ventieman from Indiana offered his amend- | itself. I call the attention of the House to the | first bill upon the Calendar—being the swamp land 


ent to the Indian appropriation bill upon Thurs- |, concluding paragraph of the Senate’s amendment, 
dey. The Private Calendar was taken up on | which amendment was procured to the original 
Prday, and the Indian appropriation bill was not treaty by the interposition, and at the suggestion 
‘oyched again til Monday, when the amendment || of the Indiana Miamies, who were in the city 
ogered by the gentleman from Indiana, came up for || when the treaty was ratified by the Senate. 
seideration. it came from neither of the stand- The paragraph is as follows: 

ing committees of this House. It sprung a new | **The Miami Indians, of Indiana, being now repre- 
jestion upon those who had the Indian appro- 


bili—is not the bill in order to be taken up at the 
present time ? 


Mr. HOUSTON. I have a motion already 


pending, which | suppose is in order. It is to take 
up the bill for the support of the Army for the 
next fiscal year. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. 


3ut that does not an- 


sented in Washington by a fully authorized deputation,ond || Swer the question which I puttothe Chair. Lask 


} having requested the foregoing am ndments, the same are if i referenc ther ; 
vation bill in charge. q f g amindments, U MK if that bill has the preference when the Llouse 
prig 


ae a . binding on them; but these amendments are in no way to 
Upon a slight conference with the honorable | affect or impair the stipulations in said treaty contained, | 


ck sirman of the Committee of Ways and Means, as to the Miamies west of the Mississippi, the said amend 
wae ined that he had no information upon the || ments being final and not required to be submitted to the 
I ascerta F . . Miamies for their consent.” 
subject; and 1 consented that | would inquire into 
the subject, and learn the true state of facts from ; : 
indian department. & did so, and I only statement which [ made in the debate in com- | 
the inule i . = ’ . ‘ »s ? ’ | 
stated, in the remarks that i made, the facts | mittee. Was my language too strong? In using 
¥ there obtained. When the commaniée- the emphatic language which I did, as to the want || 
: satieeeed t0 me by the Commissioner of | Of Merit in this claim, it did not enter into my 
thor ( SFO SS « e . | 
“a \ffairs a few days ago, and which the head to derogate from the integrity of the honor- 
ndian AGALES . ms > | q . 
House ordered to be printed, shall be laid upon able gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Haran.] 


went into Committee of the Whole upon no par- 
ticular bill? 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 


' | the regular appropriation bills have preference over 
There are the facts upon which I predicated the || all others. 


The motion of Mr. Houston was then agreed 


to, and the Army appropriation bill was taken up. 


Mr. HOUSTON. JI move the first reading of 


the bill be dispensed with. 


The motion was agreed to. 
The resding of the bill, by sections, was then 


the tables of members, it will be found that the | He, no doubt, in looking at this question m the proceeded in. 


. Bs i t pr i 8 t 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs not only goes to | oot eee 2 a avers a ye a 
the extent of fortifying and sustaining every fact || S°M® Jusuce in the Claim; pune tacks oF te 
case, the facts on file in the Department in the 
that [stated to the Elouse, but that he even goes 
aes men , || Indian Bureau, and the facts contained in this 
further, and uses stronger language than I did | 
with reference to thie claim | treaty, establish, beyond any controversy, that 
N soit ae a ores - 
Now, were the Indiana Indians here assenting he statement | made, repre ents truly the con- | 
at ae : : dition of this tribe towards the Government of 
ythis treaty? It is set forth in the caption of | the United State 
the treaty which [ hold in my hands: —= - 


LAND CLAIMS IN CALIFORNIA. 
| 


“Whereas a treaty was made and concluded on the 5th 


day of Inne, 1854, between George W. Manypenny, com Mr.LATHAM. I ask the unanimousconsent 
sioner ou the part ol the United States, and the follow —- : 


«named delegates, representing the Miami tribe of In of the House to take up Senate bill No. 497, to 
jians, viz; Nah we tan,or Big Legs; Ma-cat-a-chin quah, || continue in force for a limited period an act to 
or Litt oa ph D re er 8 cp gp eee Hoekley ; ~—s ascertain and settle private land claims in the State 
lan-gish-lah, or John Bonvie; ane an zop-e ali; they ‘Teal ‘ i 
beng thereto duly authorized by said tribe ; and Me-shin- || of California, for the es of having it referred 
« we 21a, Po con-ge-uh, Pim-yi-oh te-mah, Wap pop-pe- || t the Committee on Public Lands. 
tah, or Bondy, and Ke ah-cot woh, or Buffalo, Miami In- No objection being made, the bill was taken up, 
dian, residents of the State of Indiana, being present and || read a first and second time by its title, and re- | 
Seuling, approving, and agreeing to and confirming said || ferred to the Committee on Public Lands 


arlicles Of agreement and convention.”’ 
This is the caption. When the treaty came ; ehnqeer yates — 
On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 


before the Senate for ratification, an amendment 
was adopted by that body, as follows: to strike Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the }| 
files of the House the petition and papers of Jeremiah | 


out of the fourth icle. o a 1 | 

. : article, the following worda: | Moore, for the purpose of being referred in the Senate. 1 
“Pr vided, however, That if the Miami Indians of the onowas Pinte | 
inerior of that fact, he will cause the said sum of $231,004 Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. When bill No. 
iy 0 eaid Triana a,tn safe stocks, and pay over annu- || 969 for the relief uf the heire of Thomas Parks, || 
‘'y to said Indians the interest arising from such invest- || * ’ . >| 
wut; and the said Miami Indians now present from the || deceased, was reported to the Honse, it was 
State of Indiana agree to take the opinion of their people on || accompanied by a report, which, by an oversight, 

: return home, and advise the Department without | was not ordered to be printed. I now move that 
the same be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


of Indiana, desire it, and notify the Secretary of the 1] 
| 


and insert the following words in lieu thereof: 


“The sum of $231,004, hereby stipulated to be paid to the | 


M imi Indians, of Indiana, shall be held by the United | HARBORS IN CONNECTICUT. 
tes for said last-named Indians, and by the Government 


‘vested, as the President may direct, at an interest of five || Mr. SEYMOUR, by unanimous consent, intro- 
be — S et, at es ive || ; 

pet centum por annum, and which {aterest shall be paid || duced the following bill, of which previous notice 
‘unually, for the period of twenty-five years, to the said || had been given; which was read a first and second 


Miami ‘ndians, of Indiana; and at the expiration of that || time, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
*) Orsooner, if required by them and approved by the || merce, viz: | 





President, the princi iA in ff; Ini 

a : cipal sum t> be paid in full, the United | : : re : : 
“tates being directly responsible therefor—said investment || A bill making appropriation for the improve- 
eel made, and the interest thereon to commence accruing || ment of the harbors of Bridgeport, Norwalk, and 

» Gay of July, 1855, and thence to continue.”’ || Stamford, in the State of Connecticut. || 
Then follow certain provisoes, not necessary to W. R. NEVINS AND URI EMMONS. 


*recapitulated for the proper understanding of On motion by Mr. BRIDGES, by unanimous || 


‘his question ; 
i . 
Mr. HARLAN Wi | consent, it was 
es N. ill the gentleman from || mE 
South Carolina allowme to ask him a question || Ordered, That the Committee on Patents be discharged 


| 
: 7 . || from the further consideration of bills of the Senate of the || 
whether this sum of $231,004 is any portion of \ following titles : | 


The ioilowing paragraph being under consider- 


ation: 


‘For pay of the Army, two million six thousand eight 


hundred and six dollars’’— 


Mr. HOUSTON moved to insert between the 


words ** six ’? and ** thousand ”’ the word ** hun- 
dred.’’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I will state tothe committee 


that the appropriations have been transposed in the 
two following paragraphs: 


« For contingent expenses of the office of the command- 


| ing general, six hundred dollars. 


** For arrearages prior to July 1, 1815, payable throuch the 


office of the Third Auditor, under an act approved May 1, 


1820, in addition to the balance undrawn in the Treasury, 
two thousand dollars.” 


I move that ‘*six hundred,’’ in the first para- 


|| graph, be stricken out, and ** two thousand ”’ in- 


serted; and that ‘* two thousand,’’ in the second 
paragraph, be stricken out, and ‘six hundred ”’ 
inserted. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I wanttheearof the chair- 
man of the Committee of Waysand Means fora 
single moment. I desire to inquire whether, in 
the pay of the Army provided tor in this bill, ts 


| included the pay of the militia employed in Mas- 


sachusetts in taking the fugitive slave Burns? 

Mr. HOUSTON. No,sir. This bill has noth- 
ing to do with the matter. It is merely to make 
appropriations for the regular standing Army of 
the United States. And I will state further that 
it makes appropriations for the year that is to 
commence in July next. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The committee here informally rose, and a mes- 
sage was received from the Senate, by Mr. As- 
pury Dickins, their Secretary, informing this 
House that the Senate had passed, without amend- 
ment, bills of the House of the following titles: 

An act for the relief of Herman Chittenden; 

An act for the liquidation of the penitentiary 
indebtedness; and 

An act giving the consent of Congress to the 
cession, by the State of Massachusetts to the 
State of New York, of the district of Boston Cor- 
ners. 
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Also, that the Senate have agreed to the amend- 
ments of the House to the bill of the Senate, tc 
provide for the contingent expenses of the Terri- 
tory of Nebraska. 

Aliso, that the Senate had passed bills and a 
joint resolution of the following titles, in which 
he was instructed to ask the concurrence of the 
House: 

An act to increase the pension of Patrick C. 
Miles; 

An act to extend the provisions of an act en- 
titled ‘* Anactto provide for the services of George 
Morell in adjusting tides to land in Michigan;”’ 
and 

A joint resolution relative to the construction of 
lawe for the allowance of additional compensation 
to the clerks in the Census Bureau. 

The committee then again resumed its session. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL—AGAIN. 

When the following paragraph was read: 

For the Capitol extension, three hundred and twenty-five 
thousand dollars 

Mr. HENN said: 1 desire to ask the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means if it 
is the intention of the Government to quarter the 
Army upon the Capitol ? 

Mr. ELLOUSTON. No, sir; I believe it is the 
intention to quarter another class of patriots who 
have left their homes, and come here to carry on 
the business of legislation. [Laughter. } 

I will state, however, to the gentleman from 
Iowa, that this item was recommended by the 
War Department, and it was deemed proper by 
the Committee of Ways and Means to insert it in 
the Army bill, rather than to transfer itto another 
appropriation bill. If there are no other amend- 
ments, [ will move that the bill be laid aside to be 
reported to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I now move to take up 
House bill (No. 594) making appropriations for 
the service of the Post Office Department for the 
year ending June 30, 1856. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I trust the 
gentleman from Alabama will now interpose no 
objection to taking up and disposing of the first 
bill upon the Calendar, which is the first business 
regularly before the commiitee. 

A Member. What bill is it? 

Mr. WASHBURNE., It is the swamp land 
bill. It was reported almost at the commencement 
of the last session of Congress, and has remained 
upon the Calendar ever since. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The House is thin now, and 
if you take up that bill, it will give rise to a good 
deal of altercation, and, in all probability, at this 
period of the session, may result in our doing 
nothing. The appropriation bills that I propose to 
take up, are such as may be examined now, just 
as well as in a full HLouse. In all likelihood, no 
opposition will be made to any item in them, 
and if there 1s any serious opposition made to a 
single item, I shall not ask for a vote upon it in 
so thin a House as we now have. I| move that 
Honse bill No 594—the Post Office appropriation 
bill—be taken up. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I think it my duty to 
insist upon the regular order of business. 

Mr. HAMILTON. That is the regular order; 
appropriation bills take precedence. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The gentleman 
from Illinois must be aware that it is especially 
provided by the rules that a motion to take up 
one of the regular appropriation bills shall be in 
order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Well, then, I hope the 
committee will vote down the motion of the gen- 


tleman from Alabama. 


Mr. JONES. If the committee vote down the 
motion to take up the bill proposed to be taken up 
by thegentleman from Alabama, why then the Cal- 
endar will be called in its order. But, as the gen- 
tleman from Alabama remarked, many of those 
interested in the swamp land bill are not present, 
and the Post Office appropriation bill is a matter 
of course anyhow, and we can pass it as well 
now in a thin House as we could in a full one. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. The bill which I desire 
to have considered is one in which the country at 
large is interested; private rights are at stake, and 


| 


tleman from Alabama is in order, and the Chair 
will put the question. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. [I call for a division. 

The committee was divided on Mr. Hovston’s 
motion, and the Chairman announced that there 
were sixty voting in the affirmative. 

Mr. HAVEN. If the Chair will allow me, I 
will make an appeal to my friend from Illinois, 
and I think we can accommodate this matter in a | 
moment. I seethat bill No. 594, which the gentle- 
man from Alabama proposes to take up, is a very 
short bill, covering only two pages. If the gentle- 
man from Illinois will withdraw his demand fora 
division, we can dispose of that billin a very short 
time, and then take up the swamp land bill. If 
he insists on a division, the committee will proba- 
bly have to rise on account of the disclosure of a 
deficiency of a quorum. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. With that understand- 
ing | will withdraw my demand for a division. 

Mr. HAMILTON, It is the understanding of 
no other part of the House. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Then insist on a count 
of the negative side. 

Mr. ORR. I demand tellers on the motion of 
the gentleman from Alabama. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs Eastman and 
NosLe were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 77, noes 17. 

No quorum having voted, the roll was called, 
and the absentees noted, when one hundred and 
twenty-two members answered to their names. 

The committee then rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman reported the facts 


| to the House, together with the names of the 


, the expense of sucli work to be included in the bid; and 


my constituents demand early action upon it. [ || 


have been written to frequently on the subject. 


| ment out of order. 


absentees. 

A quorum being now present, the committee 
resumed its session. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the gentleman 

from I\linois will waive his demand for a division, 
and allow the appropriation bill to be disposed of, 
1 am satisfied there will then be no opposition to 
taking up the swamp land bill. 

Mr: WASHBURNE. Lam perfectly willing 
to pursue that course. I only wanted that under- 
standing in the first place. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. Hovsron’s motion was then agreed to nem. 
con., and the committee proceeded to consider 
House bill (No. 594) ** making appropriation for 
the service of the Post Office Department during 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1856.”’ 

The bill was first read in extenso, and then by 
clauses for amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. -I move thatthe bill be laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it pass. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have other appropriation 
bills ready, and I would like very much to take 
some of them up to-day, but if the House con- 
siders itself under obligation to take up the swamp 
land bill, I will interpose no objection. My object 
is to bring about prompt legislation, and advance 
in our business as much and as fast as possible. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. lL hope that 
the House will now proceed to consider the swamp | 
land bill. 

Mr.BENTON. I was on the point of address- 
ing the Chair, forthe purpose of offering an amend- 
ment, when the Post Office appropriation bill was 
laid aside. I now ask the consent of the House 
to offer the following amendment: 

Sec. 2. And be it futher enacted. That the Postmaster 
General shall contract with the lowest and best bidder, for 


carrying the mail in daily coaches, wagons, and sleighs, 
between the city of Independence, in the State of Missouri, 


| and a main mail line to San Francisco, in the State of Uali- 
| fornia; the contractor to open the road where necessary, 


and to erect temporary bridges and ferries where needed ; 


the road to be free for all travelers when opened, anda 
moderate toll agreed upon with the Postmaster General, 
for crossing bridges and ferries. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I object toa reconsideration | 
of the bill now, witha view of letting in an amend- 
ment of that kind. The amendment which the 
gentleman from Missouri desires to offer would 
not be in order, even if the bill were now before | 
the committee. 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The CHAIRMAN. The motion of the gen- || order, is the consideration of House bill 





December oy 


c iN 
‘for the relief of purchasers and lone 
swamp overflowed lands.”’ re 


Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. 


I Move ¢} at: 


committee rise. at 
| The question was taken; and, upon diy 
there were—ayes 29, noes not counted 
Mr. SMITH demanded tellers on hic ws 
which were ordered; and Messrs. Syiry. oe 
nessee, and CuLLom, were appointed, © 
The question was then taken; and the tel. 
reported—ayes 76, noes not counted. — 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker hax; 
resumed the chair, the Chairman reported the... 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the [’,,.. 
/had had under consideration the state or .. 
| Union generally, and particularly House bills y,, 
562 and No. 594, which they had directed }... 
| to report to the House, one with and one Withou 


| 


| tion upon the passage of the bills reported j; 


an amendment, with a recommendation 
ass. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I move the previous , 


that they 


168. 
m 


| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union. i 


| 


| man of the Committee of Ways and Me 


Mr. McDOUGALL. I would ask the, ie 


: A ANS to 
withdraw his demand for the previous ovestion 
| in order that I may offer an amendment to +, 
Army appropriation bill, which is recommended 


| cate to the House what the amendment is, and 


by the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. EIOUSTON. If the gentleman wil} jpg 


| no one objects to it, | am willing that the amend. 


ment should be offered, if it be in order 
amendment to that bill. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. It is an amendment re. 
ommended by the Secretary of War, aiid is as fo). 
lows: 

For the purpose of defermining how far camels ang 
dromedaries may be made useful to the Governmen: 
the purposes of transportation over the deserts of 1) 
terior, aud ‘or the purpose of exploring the same, & L 
to be expended by, and under the direction of, the Scere. 
tary of War. 

Mr. HAMILTON. That amendment is notin 
order to the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
tion upon the bill. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I hope the gentleman 
will withdraw that demand, as I want to explain 


48 an 


t 


I call for the previous ques- 


8 qu 


| what the amendment is. 





| ments recommended by the Committee o! 


Mr. HOUSTON. 1 cannot withdraw it for the 
purpose of explanation. I withdrew it merely 
to hear what the nature of the amendment was 

Mr. LETCHER. Is the amendment in order? 

Mr. HAMILTON. It is not. 

The SPEAKER. If the question were raised, 
the Chair would decide that it is not. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then I raise the question. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. The amendment has been 
recommended by one of the standing committees 
of this House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides it to 
be out of order, upon the ground that there is no 
law authorizing it, and for that reason itis not 
regular as an amendment to an appropriation bl. 

ADJOURNMENT OVER. 

Mr. KEITT. I rise to a privileged question. 
I move that when this House adjourns, it adjourn 
to meet on Saturday next. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
decided in the affirmative. ; 

So the House decided when it adjourns, to at- 
journ over until Saturday next. 


ARMY BILL—AGAIN. 
The previous question was then seconded, and 


| the main question was ordered to be now put. 


The main question being first upon the —— 
Whole on the state of the Union, the question 
was taken, and the amendments were agreed to. 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed an¢ 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
subsequently read a third time, and passed. 


POST OFFICE BILL. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I call for the previous que* 
tion upon the passage of the Post Office appropr'™ 
tion bill. he 

The previous question was seconded, and ' 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chairrules the amend- || main question ordered to be now put. 


The business now first in | 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 


om 
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pied time; and being engrossed, it was 
rs y read a third time, and passed. 

TOUS TON moved to reconsier the votes, 
at y, by which the last two bills were 
P {also to lay the motions to rect nsider 


rable; which latter motions were agreed 
ENROLLED BILL. 

EEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
ected as correctly enrolled the following 
; ‘which thereupon received the signature of 
, whies z 
Sneaker, ViZ- , , 

set to provide for the contingent expenses of 
be Territory of N ebraska. 


wr. C \MPBELL. I move that the House do 


vr.GR 


ue 


ow ° jjourn. ~ : 
Me ve SPEAKER. The Chair would request 
ventieman to withdraw that motion for a mo- 


e 


CAMPBELL. Certainly. 


s 
MAILS UPON THE MISSISSIPPI. 
The SPEAKER thereupon presented to the 
eacommunication from the Post Office De- 
tin response to a resolution of the House 
the 1]3ch instant, inquiring as to the estab- 
ent of a mail upon the Mississippi river, 
ier an act of Congress passed August 5, 1854. 
Te communication was laid upon the table, 
jered to be printed. 


DOLLY EMPSON. 

Mr. READY, by unanimous consent, intro- 

od a bill granting a pension to Doliy Empson; 
woh was read a first and second time by its title, 
snd referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
EXPLORATION OF COLONEL FREMONT. 
Mr. MecDOUGALL. 1 have a document in 
y hand from Colonel Frémont, in regard to his 
exolurations last winter over the continent, from 
Missourtto California. 1 desire to have it printed 

the use of the House. It has been printed for 
the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 

RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr. NOBLE, by unanimous consent, intro- 
jyced the following bill, of which previous notice 
had been given; which was read a first and second 
time by its title: 

A bill making appropriation to continue the 
public works, and to extend the pier in the harbor 
at Monroe, Michigan. 

The SPEAKER announced that it was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HAVEN. I desired to submit a very few 
remarks upon the reference of the bill introduced 
by the gentleman from Michigan, if it is not too 


M 
uu 


ie 


and ort 


nr 
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The SPEAKER. It is not too late. The gen- 
tleman from New York addressed the Chair before 
the bill was referred. The gentleman from New 
York is entitled to the floor. 

Mr.GROW. If the gentleman will yield the 
‘oor for that purpose, I will move that the House 
do now adjourn. 

Mr. HENN. Before the gentleman from New 
York yields the floor for that purpose, I hope he 


will allow me to say that the House have determ- | 


ined not to transact any business this week after 
t lay, and that, as the bill making appropria- 
tons for the contingent expenses of the Territory 

i Nebraska has not yet been finally disposed of, 
is Important that we should dispose of it before 
wea yourn, 

Mr. HAVEN. The object I had in view in 
asking theattention of the House toa few remarks, 
at this time, was not with any particular reference 
to the bill introduced by the gentleman from 
Michigan, but I had intended, within the space of 
“ve minutes, to have submitted a few suggestions 
Hoon the subject of internal improvements. I 
can do it, however, as well at any other time as 


how, and if the House desire it, [ will give way 


‘or a motion to adjourn. 


TheSPEAKER. The Chair will suggest that, | 


' the House adjourn in the present stage of busi- | 


ness, the bill introduced by the gentleman from 


7 ichigan will zo to the Speaker’s table, at the 
‘oot of the Calendar. 


tr 
‘he Committee on Commerce, 


bh SPEAKER. That motion is already 


pending 





Mr. HAVEN. [I will then move to refer it to | 


' rately for his approval. 


Mr. HAVEN. My purpose in addressing the 
Chair has no foundation in any hostility to the 
bill of the gentleman from Michigan, but there 
has been, within a few days past, several bills of 
a similar character, looking to the prosecution of 
other works of internal improvement, and they 
have been referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce without any debate, and apparently without 
exciting, to any considerable degree, the attention 
of the House. This question of river and harbor 
improvements is a great, and,in some portions of 
the country, an absorbing question; it addresses 
itself very directly to the attention of commercial 
men—of business men everywhere; and | desire 
to say afew words, and throw out afew sug- 
gestions, to awaken the House, and perchance 
the country, to the importance of some conclu- 
sion, and some settled plan of action in reference 
to it now. This desultory way of treating the 
subject, by leaving it entirely to the individual 
action of members particularly interested in given 
localities, | am satisfied will produce no good 
fruits, and I suggest to the House to consider 
whether we ought not to instruct the Committee 
om Commerce to report separate bills for each 
item contained in the billof the last session vetoed 
by the President, (something like one hundred and 
forty in number, | believe,) or so many of themas 
are not clearly open to constitutional objection, if 
there be any such, and then set apart some speci- 
fied time for their consideration by the House, and 
pass them, and send them to the President sepa- 
This is the only process 
I think by which we can draw from the President 
those hidden, those secret, mysterious, untold 
reasons, which have so far, this session, paralyzed 
our action, and prevented our extending our 
helping hands to the crippled and deserving com- 
merce, carried on by means of the rivers and 
lakes between the different States of the Union. 
This we can do if we will set ourselves about it, 

nd it is due to the business interests of the coun- 
try that we should do it, or adopt some other mode 
of extending our fostering hand to these great and 
neglected interests. 

I suggest that this matter ought not to remain 
longer ** down at the heel,’’ and *‘in this raveled- 
out condition,”’ if | may be allowed the expres- 
sion. , 

It has been suggested by some, and,I believe, 
by honorable Senators, in the other end of the 
Capitol, that these works of river and harbor im- 
provements had better be grouped and included in 
several biils, each bill to contain the appropria- 
tions for a general section of the country—as, for 
instance, one bill for the lakes,another for the 
rivers, another for the Atlantic sea-board, and still 
another for the Pacific. 1 would have no objec: 
tion to this plan, if it would tend to help us out of 
the hands of the Philistines, into which the veto, 
containing many promises, but no objections, has 
precipitated us with these works. But | foresee 
the plan will not work—the veil of secrecy will 
rest upon the objections that would fail to be dis- 
closed in future vetoes to such bills, and time 
would be wasted without any vaiuable results. 
And I can assure gentlemen here that their hopes 
will prove fallacious if they rest upon any such 
assumpton. My own opinion is, that separate bills 
only will lay the whole subject bare, and force 
upon the Executive the responsibility that he has, 
so far, successfully shunned, and leave upon the 
two Houses their portion of responsibility, which, 
for one, I am very ready to assume. 

My principal object, however, in alluding to the 


| subject at this time, was to call the attention of 


the House to it, and suggest early and appropriate 
action; such action ought not to belongerdelayed, 
whatever it may be. If the gentleman from lowa 
{Mr. Henn] has some special matter on which 
he desires immediate legislation to-day, I will not 
interpose this subject further, asit can be resumed 
at the convenience of the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Before the gentle- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


man yields the floor, I wish to inquire, in reference | 


to the statement just made by the gentleman from 
lowa, (Mr. Henn,] if the bill to provide for the 
contingent expenses of the Territory of Nebraska 


| hus not passed the Senate, and just been signed 


by the Speaker of the House? 
The SPEAKER. It has just been signed. 
Mr. JONES. Then I suppose the House have 
nothing further to do in reference to it. 


Mr.CAMPBELL. Before the gentleman from 


139 


New York takes his seat, will he allow me to ask 
him one question ? 

Mr. HAVEN. Certainly. 

Mr. CAMPBELL i wish to inquire of the 
genileman whether he also proposes to have sepa- 
rate bills reported for each of the lieht-hbouses in 
the different sections of the country? [kt strikes 
me that the gentleman’s plan of having separate 
bills reported for each item of river and harbor 
improvement is wholly impracticable. You might 
just as well, in my judgment, have a separate bill 
for each item of appropriation in the civil and 
diplomatic vill, or for each light-house in the 
country, as for each item of river and harbor im- 
provement. Every gentleman in the House knows 
that at the close of every Congress the Speaker’s 
table is loaded down with bills that do not pass, 
because they can never be reached. I repeat, sir, 
that if we are to have three or four hundred sep- 
arate bills, which should be reported in one gen- 
eral river and harbor bill, we might just as well 
have a separate bill for every item in your light- 
house appropriation bill, and for every item tn 
every other branch of the public service. 1, for 
one, have never yet trained with those who follow 
Executive dictation, and I never will. 

Mr. HAVEN. The point which | understand 
the gentleman from Ohio to make in his inquiry 
is, whether | propose to have a separate bill re- 
ported for each item of appropriation for light- 
houses. lanswerthat [do not. That is a sub- 
ject to which I have not alluded; but it is one 
which the President has not yet by his veto re- 
duced us to the necessity of considering, although 
I commend the subject to his friends, as standing 
substantially on the same grounds as river anc 
harbor improvements. I would also say to the 
gentleman, and to the House, thatif my wishes 
could be followed upon this subject, I would not 
suggest that these appropriations of necessity 
should be passed in separate and independent bilis 
atall. The gentleman knows that | have voted 
for general river and harbor appropriation bills, 
but | would advise him, if he desires to know 
what the difficulties are in the way of a general 
bill, and how to get over them, he should put 
his inquiry to the Executive himself, for the ob- 
jections came from that source originally, and not 
from me. 

The Executive has promised to send his objec- 
tions to the river and harbor bill, as he had the 
right todo. But we were told when the bill was 
returned at the close of the last session, that he 
had deferred sending them on that occasion for 
want of time to give the bill a proper considera- 
tion. There is one suggestion, however, which I 
desire shall go to the country in that connection, 
It will be recollected that the veto message came 
into this House on Friday, the 4th of August, 
being the day originally fixed for the final adjourn- 
ment of the last session, but not until after both 
Houses of Congress had passed a resolution to 
extend the session until the Monday following, 
thereby giving to the President a further oppor- 
tunity of considering the bill before returning it to 
the House, and of stating his objections to it. 

Mr. ORR. I want to correct the gentleman as 
to the misapprehension into which he has fallen 
in reference to the extension of the session from 
Friday toMonday. The object was to enable the 
engrossing committee to report the bills that had 
been passed, and not, as the gentleman states, to 
give the President time to consider the river and 
harbor bill before returning it. 

Mr. HAVEN. The gentleman need feel no 
uneasiness upon this subject. He will remember 


| that when we agreed to extend the session, it was 


resolved that we should not transact any business 
except of a particularand very limited description 
in the mean time. ; 

Mr. CRAIGE, (interrupting.) The gentleman 
from New York need have no apprehension of 
uneasiness upon the part of this side of the House; 
but whenever genttemen upon the other sidemake 
misstatements of facts upon the matter under con- 
sideration, we shall correct them. The gentleman 
states that the House agreed to extend the session 
for the purpose of enebling the President to bring 
in his veto message; the fact is, that the extension 


| was to allow time for the bills to be engrossed and 


signed. ‘ , 
Mr. HAVEN. My friend from North Caro- 
lina would have saved himself the necessity of 


| making the very lucid explanation he has given, 
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if he had only waited a moment. Now, sir, the 
facts, 98 | recollect them, were these: We agreed 
upon Friday that we would extend the time for the 
final adjournment until the Monday following. It 
was also agreed that, in the mean time, nothing but 
certain motions should bein order. It is true, that 
one object—and perhaps the express object the 
House had in view in extending the session—was 
to enable the engrossing clerks to transact their 
portion of the business. But, at the same time, I 
want to inquire of the gentleman from North Car- 
olina, if, when we adjourned from Friday until 
Mondey, for the purpose of having other bills 
prope rly en rrossed by our clerks, it did not give 
the President also until Monday to consider the 
river and harbor bill, and present his objections to 
itat that time? I understand that on Monday 
morning messages were received from the Presi- 
dent, announcing that he had signed certain other 
bills, and the receipt of these Executive messages 
was the only especies of business which was trans- 
acred in the louse. 

J do not suppose that this extension was made 
for the express purpose of accommodating the 
President; but | do understand that there was just 
as much time for the Executive, from two o’clock 
on Friday, until seven o’clocix on Monday morn- 
ing, to consider and state to us his objections to 
that bill, as there was for the engrossing clerks, 
or for the members of the House, to transact any 
business that legitimately belonged to them to 
periorm. 

Mr. Speaker, I should have finished what I had 
to say long before this time, if I had not been 
interrupted. But I was going on to say, that the 
bill came back with the message of the President 
hat he withheld his signature—as he 
had the right to do—on Friday. Now, the Con- 
stitution provides that the Executive may return 
any bill to the Flouse in which it originated with 
his objections. But the President, in his message, 
states, in substance, that he had not time to state 
his reasons, and to exhibit the distinctions as he 
desired to present them in reference to various 
portions of the bill. Well, sir, everybody was 
willing that he should take time to accomplish his 
purpo Ile promised that he would make 
another communication to us upon the subject at 
some subsequent time. I supposed it was to 


de iaring 


accompany his annual message, but that commu- 


nication has not yet been made. 

ft is undoubtedly proper, under the Constitution, 
for the President from time to tine, or at any time, 
to give to Congress information on the state of 
the Union, and recommend to their consideration 
such measures as he shall judge necessary and 
expedient. But 1 do not know, unless the twice 
promised message is to be regarded—provided a 


message ever is to come on this subject—as inform- | 


ation on the state of the Union generally, how 
we are to receive it, or by what authority he is to 
communicate it. 

Why, he might just as well send counselors here 
to address the Louse as send his objections, unless 
they come back when the bill comes, as provided 
by the Constitution. I hope a message will come. 
I shall be very happy to receive and consider it. 
[| hope we shall be possessed at last of those 
‘* reasons ’? so long in gestation, and that are so 
very hard of delivery,in order that we may know, 
when wesee them, whether it is possible, by legis- 
lating in gross or in detail here, that the business 
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community, the people at large, can have the bene- || 


fit of the action of this Government, or whether | 


the action of this Congress, through the use of the 


Executive veto, is to be confined entirely to the | 
officers of the Government, and to be for the ben- || 


efit of the Government alone. 
I have made these suggestions, not because I 
am wedded to any particular policy, nor because 


I desire to make war upon the Executive, or upon | 


any of the gentlemen who think with him upon 
this subjeet; but I have made them because it has 
seemed to me that the House is allowing these 
various bills to be introduced without any par- 
ticular consideration, and letting this matter drift 


along until we shall get into the short days of the | 


session, when nothing effectual can be done; the 
whole thing, I fear, will be allowed to “‘ grow 
small by degrees and beautifully less,’’ until it is 


extinguished on the 4th of March, with the com- | 


missions of the members now here. I do not care 
about legislating in detail upon these measures, 
although I think that a very good way; but I want 


| members of the House. 


to wake up the House, if I can, to some proper 
mode of legislation, that will enable us to say to 
the country, either that their just expectations 
have been answered here, or that we cannot legis- 
late, in gross or in detail, in such a way as to meet 
the approval of the Executive Department of this 
Government in reference to the interests of the 





people at large, and then let the responsibility rest | 


where it belongs. 
spirit of controversy here, or to make any sug- 
gestion that will call forth remark, but simply to 
arouse the House to call upon their committee to 
make some report that shall bring up this whole 
subject for action, and shall indicate to the country 
what we have determined upon in reference to it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, (Mr. Haven yielding the 
floor temporarily, by request.) I simply wish to 
say, that so far as the Executive is concerned, I 
think the Constitution settles his duty in respect 
to this matter. If he does not approve a bill, he 
should return it with his reasons, which are to go 
upon the record. In this instance, the Executive 
asked for time to give his reasons, and gentlemen 
will bear me witness that I appealed to the 
House, when the question was before us, to post- 
pone the consideration of the river and harbor 
bill, in order that the Executive might send in his 
reasons for vetoing that measure. The House, 
however, refused to do that, and there is now no 
measure upon which the Executive can predicate 
a message which shall go upon the Journal. It 
was the right of the Executive, when he vetoed 
that measure, to have his reasons placed upon the 
Journal; but the House, by its hasty action, 
deprived him of that right; and now, if he sends 
in his reasons, they cannot go upon the Jourual. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Will the gentleman from New 
York allow me to ask the gentleman from Ohio a 
question ? 

Mr. HAVEN. Yes, certainly. 

Mr. BOCOCK. 1 wish to know of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, what particular desire he has for 
the reasons of the President in relation to this 
subject? We have found a sufficient number of 
gentlemen here to prevent the passage of that 
river and harbor bill, the President’s reasons to 
the contrary notwithstanding. Does the gentle- 
man think that, if the President had given his 
reasons, gentlemen who voted against the bill 
would have been brought to vote for it? or did the 
gentleman wish to have the reasons in order to 
swell the vote by which the bill was defeated ? 


What does he want with the reasons of the Pres- | 


ident? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. In the first place, Mr. 
Speaker, I hold that it was due to the Executive 
of this great nation, when he had asked of the 


I do not wish to wake up any | 


House of Representatives the privilege of sending | 


in his reasons, and when there was no injury to 
be done by delay, that that privilege should have 
been extended to him. I have no idea that his 
reasons would change my opinions, although 
they are subject to change when there is sufficient 
reason upon which | can predicate a change; for 
I do not claim to be one of those who never change 
an opinion once formed. I was willing to receive 
and read his reasons, in addition to extending to 
him the courtesy that was due to his high station. 
That was the reason why I made the appeal to the 


| the bill that was lately returned. | 


| but simply to call the attention of the Hoy 


| opinion, was the proposition that he ma 


| of clubbing improvements together, would jj 


| the gentleman’s pardon, 
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he will not do so, although I have Jono , : 
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Constitution, to make provision to the 
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not desire to induce any debate upon 
and there leave it for the present. si 
Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 
with a good deal of surprise, to the remarks.) 
my friend from New York. Sir, one of the t 
acts of statesmanship of Silas Wright, — 


I have listene 


In my 


° de, ul at 
all these acts for internal improvements sh 


considered separately, and that each one sho 

stand upon its own basis. That was the ppo,, 
sition that came from the gentleman’s own State 
and from one of its most erninent statesmen, The 
propriety of that course is so manifest, that | am 


. m 
sure the House, accustomed as it is to the sverom 


tolerate me in making an argument in its haces 
And yet, strange to say, the sysiem thus suavesied 
from his own State, and by one of its most emi. 
nent statesmen, is made a special ground of obies. 
tion with the gentlemen from New York. ~~ 

Mr. HAVEN, (interposing.) Oh, no; I bee 
My very proposition, if 
the gentleman will allow me to say so, was, that 
we should instruct our committee to report sepa- 
rate bills, and not to deal with the subject other. 
wise. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. That does not meet 
my objection. If they come in together, they had 
as well be incorporated in one bill, as to have every 
men with his bill in his hand, going about and 
making an arrangement with somebody else. The 
proposition of the gentleman from New York 


Ould be 


| does not mend the matter at all, as | understand 
1 3t. They will come in together; for they are gre- 


garious, and have a disposition to associate with 


| each other. 


| vetoes. 


| Madison meant to make it such. 


Another remark of the gentleman from New 
York struck me as still more singular than the 
one upon which I have commented. It is this: 
That the President had done a great wrong in hia 
sending a bill here with his objections to its pas- 
sage, and afterwards, in his annual message, 
offering tu give more in detail his reasons for 
those objections. I am sure that there is no dis- 
position, on the part of our Executive, to depart 
from the early practice of the Government in the 
I do not know that it is published, but I 
have seen in manuscript, in his own handwriting, 
the veto that Mr. Madisun prepared, at the request 
of General Washington, to the first bank of the 
United States. It is a model paper, and Mr. 
He confined 


| himself to the Constitution, to assigning the ob- 


House to delay action on the veto; but the House || 


would not wait for the President’s reasons, or give 
him an opportunity of having them put upon the 
Journal. Of course, gentlemen opposite could 


| prevent the passage of the bill, for we had not | 
two thirds, and now gentlemen who assert that 


the doctrine of ‘* popular sovereignty” is the great 
fundamental principle of their party, twit us, be- 


cause a minority prevented us from passing a bill | 
which had passed both Houses of Congress, in | 


which there is a majority of nearly two to one in 


favor of the Executive—voted for by men, I ap- | 


prehend, quite as learned in constitutional law as 
the gentleman’s President, both in the Senate and 
in this House. I may say that without dispar- 
agement to the Executive. I want to see all the 
reasons of the Executive for vetoing that measure; 
the country wants to see them all; for it is a great 
national system, and we want to know how to 
meet these Executive vetoes. 

Mr. HAVEN, (resuming.) As I said before, 


I have no desire to create any kind of ill-feeling, | 


either political or otherwise, between any portions 
of this House and the Executive, or any of the 
One of my reasons for 


jections, and not to arguing the case. 


“cc l o! ject 
to the passage of the bill because.’’ He gave his 
objections for withholding his signature, and did 
not go into an elaborate and forensic argument. 
There you have a message, prepared under Gen- 
eral Washington’s direction, vetoing the first bank 
of the United States, with nothing but the lan- 
guage of the Constitution—" I object’’—and the 
reasons assigned therefor. ' 
Although I would have been satisfied with the 
simple veto of the President, without his argu- 
ments, it is very singular that the gentleman {rom 
New York, of all others in this House, should 
object to the course the President has taken. 
recollect that, when the fugitive slave-law passed, 
the President of the Unite States took the opinion 
of the Attorney General upon that question. He 
did not send it to Congress, but had it filed in the 
Department of State, and it was published on 
newspapers. Mr. Polk signed the Oregon z 
and put his reasons on file for doing so; yet ' at 
was not within the Constitution, strictly speaking. 
Mr. Fillmore signed the fugitive slave-law, ans 
through his Attorney General, gave his reason® 
for doing so, and put ‘them upon file. It — 
have been quite as respectful if he had sent thos 
reasons to the House, as to have put them on file 
in the Department of State. I am, Seen 
surprised that the gentleman from New Yor 












' oppose & proceeding, upon this occas 
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We ne representatives of the people. 

yt omen will recollect that this case 1s not 
oe uthority- So far from the President of 

. j 


States inthis matter having undertaken 
+» Congress, so far from his having un- 
hia instance to use his Executive influ- 
hee but obeyed a solemn injunction of 
& A ition of the United States, which he has 
a nort. The Constitution of the United 
at res—it does not merely authorize him 
» President, not on the first Monday of De- 
er, not upon any other specified day in the 
but from time to time, as often as he 
~yppose it important, to communicate to the 
cjative Department his views in respect to 
quesuons. ; 2 . 
i the event which the Constitution, in the last 
ort, justifies, of his withholding his approba- 
mage? is right that he should, in advance, give us 
,. aninion, not to influence us, not to bind us. 
1, is hisimperative duty not his right, under the 
> oortution, as | have already stated in respect 
ose questions, to communicate his opinions 
«House. I do not stand here as the advo- 
naruicularly of this Administration. I believe 
this House knows that I have indulged in 
vedom of judgment perkaps as broad as was 
consistent with my duty to my party. I have 
wtainty not erred upon the side of subserviency. 
1, ¢ sirange that the gentleman from New York, 
sod others, should come here to complain of the 
Dreadent, telling us that he will send a message 
exoressing fully bis views, so that we may know 
what weare to expect in reference to a matter 
where his cooperation is indispensable. If it were 
a matter with which he had nothing to do, then it 
would be impertinent. But so far from its being 
s matter in which he has nothing to do, it isa 
matter where his coéperation is necessary, and 
where we ought to know, to some extent, his 
sews. [tis his duty to let us know what those 
vewsare. The complaint in regard to the Presi- 
eretofore, has been so far from his under- 
2 to dictate to us, that we have not known his 
viewsas entirely and as fully as it was our right to 
wthem. | know, in some questions which have 
ieup especially under my own jurisdiction, 
that such has been the case, and in this instance | 
seeno force whatever in the remarks that have 
been submitted by my friend from New York. 
We will get that message. What will be its 
character, | am not prepared to say. I have a 
good deal of confidence that it will be a message 
twill give satisfaction to the Democratic party, 
aid which, in my opinion, ought to give satisfac- 
tothe country. I have not seen it. But we 
Wil see, 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. The gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Bayxy] has stated his 
ections to the consideration of the river and 
or improvements, in the gross, and that ob- 
jections of a similar kind had been entertained by 
adistinguished Senator from New York, now no 
nore—Silas Wright. I believe that Silas Wright 
, and that the gentleman from Virginia is, 
sed to all appropriations for the purposes of 
inerfal improvement. 1 believe, therefore, it has 
vena matter of policy with those gentiemen, as 
‘is with all those who are opposed to internal 
‘ovements, to favor that method of proceeding 
i they know must result in the success of their 
news,and which must practically prevent all legis- 
won in Congress upon that subject. The gen- 
‘eman from Virginia knows full well, as every- 
“y Knows, that it would be next to an impossi- 
“ly to pass any bill singly and separately, for 
¥orks of that character. 


may 


v 


oe 


‘iveman from Maine is in sad error in stating 

7 “a Silas Wright was opposed to all these im- 

*ovements. On the contrary, he was for them, 
‘with the view of pursuing something like 
; ely in these appropriations, he was in favor | 

"lhe policy of letting every one of them stand 

. . ts own footing. 

_“t; WASHBURN. I would ask the gentle- 

“* Irom Virginia, whether he knows of a single 

“ance where Mr. Wright voted for an appro- 

~ On ‘or the improvement of rivers and harbors ? 

VL BAYLY. Unquestionably he did so. 

“:. WASHBURN. In what year, and upon | 


What bill? 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, (interrupting.) The || 
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. | ai . ? ms zs oF ' : | 
ion, } Mr. BAYLY. If the gentleman disputes the 
.. say the least, is much more deferential || fact, | wit! furnish him the proof, but I cannot do 

, to 88) | so at this moment. 


Mr. WASHBURN. My impression was that 
Mr. Wright had not, and that the gentleman from 
Virginia had reference to some bill which was not 
of a general character—one providing for a par- 
ticular appropriation, and not an appropriation 
for several works of improvement 

Mr. BAYLY. It was in reference to a bill 
which was vetoed. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I had the impression 
that Mr. Wright was opposed to river and harbor 
appropriations generally. At any rate, he must 
have known that his policy would defeat such 
appropriations, or most of them. 

At the commencement of this session, I hoped 
and supposed that we should have had the Pres- 
ident’s veto message, assigning his reasons for 


| objecting to the river and harbor bill passed at the 


last session. I had hoped those reasons would 
have been given to us before we were called upon 


to act upon that bill, in order that we might have | 


the aid, whatever it might amount to, which we 
could derive from his reasons. | thought it would 
have been but just to the President, for the House 
to have delayed action upon that bill until such 
time as he should submit to us his reasons. And 
I desire now—although I was in favor of that bill, 
voted for it, and should vote for it again—to have | 


| that message, and to ascertain what the reasons 


| grounds upon which he stands. 


are upon whigh the President relies, and the 
I want to know 


| whether there is or not any principle involved in 


the matter—if the President has any one single 
idea running through and controlling his views 


/and actions upon questions of this character. | 


am much at a loss to know—indeed, I am unable 
to conjecture even—what the President means, or | 


| what his ideas are. 


I remember this, that during the last session of 


| Congress we passed an appropriation for the re- 


moval of obstructions from the mouth of Cape 
lear river; an appropriation as objectionable, I 
believe, as most, if not all, the items of appropria- 
tion in the general river and harbor bill of last | 
session—— 
Mr. CRAIGE, (interrupting.) I wish to say | 
one word just here—and the House will bear me 
witness that I seldom trouble them—about this 
Cape Fear improvement to which the gentleman 
from Maine ailudes, and which is so often men- 
tioned by others. He seems to misapprehend the 
ground upon which the President signed the bill, 


| and I take the liberty of referring him to the state- 
| ments made at the time as to the reasons why he | 


| signed and approved the bill, and also to the speech | 


made by Mr. Asne upon the occasion, and to the 
testimony furnished by that gentleman at that 


time, all of which went to show that those ob- 
| structions were placed there by the Government 


there, it was the duty of the Government to re- 


| fore 


| make some obstruction. 


itself. The President put his approval upon the | 
ground that, if the Government put the obstruction 


move it. 
Mr. WASHBURN. Exactly so, and there- 





Mr. CRAIGE. The Presidentexpressly men- 
tioned, when he signed the bill, that he did so 


upon that ground; and he drew that distinction |) 


Mr. WASHBURN. Therefore, it is only 
necessary, in order to make an appropriation 
necessary and proper, that the Government should 
In such case, it would 
be perfectly right, constitutional, and proper for 
Congress to pass, and the President to approve, a 
bill for removing those obstructions. 

I remember, too, there was some legislation 
necessary to make available an appropriation 
theretofore made for the removal of a raft in the | 
Red river. That legislation was made by the last | 
Congress, and it was, in its nature, equivalent to | 





| an affirmative and original legislation, for without | 


it the appropriation was of no value, and could | 
not be used. I remember that the amendment, 
to accomplish that legislation, got into a bill—I 
will not say was smuggled into a bill—in the 
Senate, and upon the report of a committee of 


| conference, wasadopted by the House and Senate, | 
| and sent to the President, and by him approved | 
,and signed. The item was as objectionable, in 


| 
i 


| principle, as any item contained in the river and 
harbor bill, which was vetoed by the President at || 


the same session. 


GLOBE. _ 


journment of Congress. 


\| there was no quorum present. 
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Now, I want to know what principle it is by 
which the President is foverned: unon what 
ground he proceeds; what the leading idea is 
which governs and controls his action in 4 


hese 
matters. [ am unable to ascertain it from his 
actions. I find he has approved the bill for the 


removal of the obstruction in Cane Fear river, { 





for 
the reason assigned by the gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Craice,} and that he has signed 
another bill, making another appropriation or 
application of money to another work; but | do 
not know upon what ground he satisfied himself 
that it was right, constitutiona!, and prope: | 


want the message before us, that he may explain 


to the country how it is that he approved bills of 


that kind, and did not veto them, while he vetoed 
the general appropriation bill for theimprovement 
of rivers and harbors. And yet, Mr. Speaker, it 
seems to me that this practice of sending veto 
messages to this House, and messages expressing 
opinions upon questions of this kind, not simply 
as veto messages, and in the timé and in the form, 
when and in which they may go upon the record, 
ig a practice more honored in the breach than in 
the observance. There may have been a prece- 
dent for it—a single precedent. | believe one can 
be found under Mr. Monroe’s administration. 
But this idea that, after action has been finally had 
upon the measure vetoed, the President is to come 
in here with his argument, is one which ought not 
to be encouraged by the House. What does it 
imply? It implies that it is proper and right for 
the President to come in here with his written ar- 
gument, to transfer himself from the White House 
to the Capitol, and indicate to us his views upon 
the state of legislation, and to argue with usin re- 
lation to any measure before us, and tell us before- 
hand what he will veto and what he will not veto. 

It seems to me that such a course is a breach of 
privilege of this House. I do not suppose that 
the honorable gentleman from Virginia, {Mr. 
Bayiy,] or any other gentieman here, would 
justify such a course of action on behalf of the 
Executive. I protest against any such practice 
growing up in this country. There has been no 
precise precedent for it, and I think it ought not 
to be tolerated: 

Mr.ORR. I do not propose to detain the 
House with a long speech. | desire to come back 
to the point at which this discussion commenced, 
and to give my understanding of the facts con- 
nected with the presentation to this House of the 
veto message of the President, at the close of the 
last session of Congress. As I have already inti- 
mated, my understanding of the facts is widely 
different from the representation of the gentleman 
from New York. 

It will be remembered that Friday, the 4th of 
August, was the day fixed upon for the final ad- 
According to my recol- 
lection, the committee of conference, to which was 
committed the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
upon this river and harbor bill, did not report 
until after ten o’clock on Friday morning, and that 
the House was to adjourn at four o’clock in the 
same afternoon. It will also be remembered that 
there were various propositions made to extend the 
time for adjournment, and that these propositions 
were all voted down, until the member from Ohio, 
{Mr. Green,| amember of the Engrossing Com- 
mittee, came forward and stated, upon the floor of 


| the House, that it would be utterly impossible for 
|| the enrolling clerks to enrol! all the bills that had 


been passed by the time which had been fixed 
upon for adjournment, and hence there was an 
absolute necessity for an extension of the time; 
and not till then was such extension carried. 
Now, sir, the bill could not have been enrolled 
before twelve o’clock, and the President sent in 
his message returning it within two hours of that 
time; and what became of that message? Sir, | 
was here, and some other gentlemen who now 
hear me were in the Hall at the time; and 
what, | say, became of the President’s veto mes- 
sage? It wasnotread tothe House. The Presi- 
cent was not allowed at that time to-set forth his 
reasons for withholding his signature to the bill. 
Why? Who objected? The gentleman from 
New York himself. The gentleman from New 
York was the very man who prevented the reasons 
of the President from going forth to the country 
at that time. And upon what ground? What 
was the pretext for his objection? It was that 
He would nog 
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even allow the message to be read, because there 
was nota sufficient number of members present to 
act then upou the bill. : 

Now, sir, the President knew as well as the 
geniieman from New York, that the question 
must again be presented to the House upon the 
passage of the bill, after he had vetoed it and sent 
it back, and that the House could still pass it in 
apite of his objections, if a vote of two-thirds could 
be obiained in its favor. But the President re- 
turned the bill immediately, not having had time 
full detail, his objections to the 
bill, so that the majority here, nught, before the 
aJjournment of the session, vole upon the ques- 
tion * shall the bill pass, notwithstanding the ob- 
jections of the President.”” The gentleman from 
New York and his friends, were resolved that the 
bill should pass, or defeat every other appropria- 
tion bill, and the President gratified the gentleman, 
and in time to take the second vote before four 
o'clock that afternoon. For mark you, the House, 
in extending the time for adjournment, had pro- 
vided expressly in the resolution that no legislative 
business, of any description whatever, should be 
transacted after four o’clock on Friday. Now, 
suppose, as the gentleman from New York sug- 
gests, the President had delayed sending in his 
message until Monday morning, and, in the mean 
time, had prepared his reasons, at length, for with- 
holding his signature, what would have been the 
result? No action could have been taken upon 
the bill until the present session, and would not 
the charge have been made then, by the gentleman 
from New York, that he had purposely kept back 
the bill, with his veto, for the purpose of defeating 
the action of the House upon it at the last session? 
The gentleman is hard to satisfy. He complains 
that the President did not furnish adequate reasons 
for the veto, and yet, when he objected to the read- 
ing of the veto message, he could not possibly 
have known its contents, and whether the reasons 
were satisfactory or not. 


to prepare, 1p 


Whether good or bad, | 


he alone is responsible for their not being pub- | 


lished. 

And Jet me, inthis connection, say to my friend 
over the way, [Mr. Haven,] that I repeat what I 
said at the time this veto message was received, 
that there has never yet been an unpopular veto 
in this country. There has never been a veto 
sent into this Llouse, or into the Senate, by any 
President, upon any great question, when the 
question has gone before the people of the coun- 
try, that they have not decided, upon the sober 
second thought, that the President was right, and 
ought to be sustained. Sir, the mistake whieh 


the State and Federal Governments in this country | 


has fallen into, has been too much legislation; that 
people are best governed who are least governed. 
Any President who, acting upon his moral respon- 
sibility, according to the dictates of his conscience, 
has had the manly courage to step in and veto 
legislation which he believes to be wrong, has 
always commanded the respect of the people of 


the country. Such has always been the fact, and | 


it will always be so. It is right that it should be 
so. The people never fail to rally to the standard 
of a leader who courageously interposes to check 


and defeat assumptions of power in any of the de- | 


partments of Government. When has the country 
suffered detriment, or the citizen deprived of his 
just rights by the exercise of the veto power? 

But the gentleman from Maine told the House 
that there had been but a single precedent in which 
a President, after a measure had been voted upon 


a second time, had sent in his reasons for with- | 
holding his signature—I believe he refers to a | 


case happening during the administration of Mr. 


Monroe—and he remarks, that it is a custom | 


more honored in the breach than in the observ- 
ance. 


House his reasons for vetoing the bill. 
question was very pertinently put by the gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Bocock;] why does he 
want to know the reasons of the President? 
he expect those reasons will change his views ? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I would like 
to have received 


And yet, in the next breath, he complains |) 
of the President, because he has not given to the | 
Sir, the | 


Does | 


the reasons of the President | 


before the veto message was acted upon; and I | 


would like to hear them now, so that the friends of 
rivers and harbors may be enabled to avoid the 


requirement of a two thirds vote—that we may | 


know just what kind of a bill to pass to obtain | 


for it his approbation. 


Mr. ORR. Then the ground upon which the 
gentleman from Maine predicates his opinions ts 
entirely erroneous. If he believes the bill which 
he voted for, and which his friends voted for, and 
carried through the House, was right; if he be- 
lieves there wos nothing unconstitutional in it, 
then, according to his opinion, the President has 
outraged the public sentiment of the country in 
vetoing it. It is his duty, and the duty of his 
friends, to prepare another bill exactly of that 
discription, to pass it, and send it to the President, 
and give him another opportunity to send in 
another veto. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I think the gentleman, 
as a practical man, would not adopt the course he 
suggests. If there are one hundred, or one hun- 
dred and twenty items which I believe ought to be 
included in such bill, and I had reason to believe 
that the President would approve of one hundred 
of them, but not of the others, should [ not, asa 
practical man, include in the bill such as would 


meet his epproval, when I knew that if all were | 


included the whole bill would be defeated ? 

Mr. ORR. Ef will say to the gentleman from 
Maine that where constitutional issues and opin- 
ions are involved, the question of practicability 
cannot arise, 

Mr. WASHBURN. It does not follow that 
the question of constitutionality must arise. If 
the Presidentis willing to approve one hundred of 
the items, should I not, as a practical man, secure 
them, and let the other ten go, although I believed 
them all to be constitutional ? 

Mr. ORR. Then the ground which the gentle- 
man from Maine assumes is, in fact, this: suppose 
the House and the Senate, acting as a legislative 
body, pass a bill which they believe to be proper, 
and which they believe to be constitutional; they 


send it to the President, and he vetoes it; would | 


the gentleman from Maine have Congress assert 
its independence, and adhere to the principle it 
had promulgated? Notatall. He is for bowing, 
as the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Campse.t] 
says, to Executive dictation, and for framing and 


passing such a bill as the President would sign. | 


What sort of morality would that be in politics? 
Is that the measure of his devotion to principle and 
right? 

When you believe your principles are correct, 
but you are foiled in carrying them into effect by 
an Executive veto, are you to turn round and 
crouch before the power that thwarts you? Are 
you to bow silently and humbly to Executive dic- 
tation, merely for the sake cf securing a little 
appropriation for the improvement of your river 
or harbor? No, sir,if the gentleman from Maine 
believes that the President is wrong, and if he 
believes that public opinion in the country does 
not justify the President in his veto, it is his duty 
to assert his rights, and those of the country, and 
not to bow to the dictates of the President. 

But, sir, I suspect strongly that the gentleman 


| from Ohio, over the way, [Mr. Campse.t,] who 


is an old tactician, and who understands party | 


politics and party tactics, perhaps, better than any 
man in the House, and the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Haven,] who, | think, I should cer- 
tainly be doing no more than justice, to say is a 
very adroit tactician, do not want these reasons 
at all, and that they now bring the matter before 
the country for the purpose of making political 
capital out of it. 
of the President. 
want. 


sons of the President, and that this long protracted 
gestation, which the gentleman from New York 
speaks of, will resultin sending forth a full-grown 
Hercules that will batter down all the feeble argu- 


They do not want the reasons | 
That is the very last thing they | 
But I will say to the gentlemen that I will | 
venture the prediction, that they will get the rea- | 


ments which have been made upon this subject in | 
favor of the constitutionality and expediency of | 


the bill which was passed last session. __ 
Now, I suppose that if I were to itemize this 


| bill—ge over, item after item, and require the gen- | 


tleman from Maine [Mr. Wasnsvrn] to say 
whether each item was, in his opinion, constitu- 


| tional or not, his test of constitutionality would 


be nationality; if it were national, it would be | 


constitutional. 


Well, sir, if that be the test of | 
the gentleman from Maine—and it certainly would 


be a very loose way of reading the Constitution | 


—I think that there are a dozen different appro- 
priations in that bill which no man would have 


‘the immodesty to declare were national in any 
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Ss 


| point of view whatever; they are as |; 
cality itself. 


_ Maine, they will, I feel assured, satisfy the 


| tion, the gentleman from Virginia is entitled t 






real Q8 |p, 
Let me say to the gentleman from Ohi, , 
Campze.t,].in conclusion, that he need yoy 
himself about the reasons of the Preside,” 
was oneof those who voted for the Previous; 
tion a few days since, in order that the rive... 
harbor bill might be disposed of at once ., 
did so because I knew that nothing cou! | ¢,,,, 
it legislatively. The bill passed by o; ly fr ! 
majority, and there was no possibility o¢ »,. 
being two thirds in favor of it now. [ thin, , 
tlemen have had sufficient evidence of the fr, = 
and independence of the President to believe y), 
if they send him another such bill, he wi!| ye, 
also. In due time they will get the reasons o¢ . 
President, and if those reasons fail to satisfy , E 
gentleman from Ohio and the gentleman ‘ 


rom 
hor 


people of this country, and, when they are satis 
fied, no one else will have cause to complain, _ 

Messrs. Haven and Letcuer rose simultan 
ously, and both claimed the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York having had the floor once upon this gy. 

Mr. HAVEN. I appeal to my friend fry, 
Virginia, to let me say a few words in reply » 
his colleague, [Mr. Bavyty,] and the gentlen» 


£entleman 


| from South Carolina, [Mr. Orr.} 


Mr. LETCHER. 


{ will give the gentleman 


| the opportunity he desires. 


Mr.GREENWOOD. Will the gentleman from, 
Virginia yield me the floor for a few moments, jy 
order that I may reply to the remarks of the vep. 
tleman from Maine? 

Mr. LETCHER. [ am going to do that my. 
self by-and-by, if I can get achance. [Laughte;) 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I merely want to make 
an explanation—nothing more. 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, let the gentlemay 
from New York go on now, and perhaps | wil 
give you a chance afterwards. 

Mr. HAVEN. If the floor is in my possession 


_ through the kindness and liberality of the geiti:. 


man from Virginia, I desire the attention of the 
House for a few moments. 

I did not, nor do J now, intend or design to 4 
argue the question of the expediency or constiu- 


| tionality of these river and harbor improvements 


} 





I may, and very likely shall, desire to do that at 
some future time. I know my friend from South 
Carolina does not expect it from me now, for! 
notice that he does not include me in the catalogue 
of those who might possibly be demolished by the 
‘* full-grown Hercules’ he foretells us—perhaps, 
having better means of prophecy than the rest of 
us—by some extraordinary operation of mii: 
wifery, is to be born unto this House, withins 
short time. [Laughter.] 

I rise more for the purpose of putting myself 
right with the gentleman from Virginia, {Mr. 
Bayty,] because if there are any two gentlemen 
in this House whose esteem and the approval of 
whose judgments I particularly desire more then 
that of others, they are my friends from South 
Carolina and Virginia. 

Now, in reference to the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia. He first complained of me because | made 
the suggestion that this House had better send 


| instructions, by some manly action, above-boort, 


and in the face of the country, to its Committee 
on Commerce to report separate bills, and then he 
turned round and pronounced a eulogy upon the 
course of an eminent statesman of my own Stale 


|| —Silas Wright—because he had recommended 
similar course. 


I wish he would state to me log- 
ically, if not constitutionally, how I can be wrong 
in this, if Mr. Wright was correct when he ree- 
ommended the same thing. But, my friend goes 
further. Although he says that he thinks the 
appropriations for these works ought not to com 
in in connection, all in one bill, yet he is unW' 
ing that they shall come in in separate 5!'*s 
because, he says, such separate bills would be 
gregarious, they would be social in their habi's 
and character, and he is fearful, to use his ow" 
expression, they would graze upon his pastur’, 
or browse upon his lands. Now, I would like © 
ask the gentleman where he leaves himself by 
that argument? He would not have them cone 
together, because unitedly they have a strens*! 
that they would not have separately; he dare not 
have them come separately, because in their habits 
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4 egarious, and they would be sure to 
premises that he wishes to preserve 
How, then, 


jasture upon 
vacred from their encroachments. 


= they come? How far shall they be separated ? 
ee) we have one bill a session, or one a month, 
ee e « fortnight? or shall we fritter away our 
arength by talking about the propriety of bring- 
‘ag tpem in separately, or including all the appro- 
a. tions in one bill, until we get no bill at all? 
fear the gentieman’s desires lead him in the 
are ise track f his logic, and both fetch him up 
P favor of the last proposition—that of no bill 
a 


* Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (sotto voce.) Sep- 
‘te them, and bring in only one bill a session, 
and then there can be no log-rolling. [A laugh.] 

Mr. HAVEN. My friend from Virginia says 
that he likes the veto message that was prepared 
for General Washington, because it was a states- 
manlike paper, and merely said: ** T object to this 
pill for such a reason; I object to it for such an- 
other reason,” and did not undertake to argue the 
question, or set up his judgment on questions of 
expediency, as above that of the représentatives, 


arate tl 


fresh : . 
Sir, that is all I desire from the President of the 
United States now, and I hope that when the 


from the States and their constituency. | 


message—which Lam now sure will come, because | 
| know that when my friend from South Carolina | 


rophesies he has seen behind the veil—{laugh- 
ter|—I hope that when that message does come, 
it will be that kind of message which shall be 
exactly square with the statesmanlike opinion of 
the gentleman from Virginia; I hope that instead 
of running off into irrelevant matters, and over- 
laving the subject with words of equivocal mean- 
ing, the President will just give us his objections 
to the bill, so that we and the country can under- 
stand them. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, (interrupting.) The 


ally, rather puts me in a false attitude before the 
country. 
tion authorizing the President to communicate 
with this House. One is that clause which 
authorizes him to send back a bill with his objec- 
tions, and I think that the veto prepared by Mr. 


| seems a struggle to prevent him. 
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try that he deems it singular [ should object to } 


this course by the Executive, because he says, 
when the fugitive slave law was passed, the then 
Executive of the Union took the opinion of his 


Attorney General upon the constitutionali’y of its | 


provisions, and placed it upon the files of the 
Department of State. 
me altogether, if he understands that I object to 
any message from the President on this subject. | 
have been asking forthe reasons and for the objec- 
tions of the President, and | have tried to contrive 
some mode to get them. I do not desire to com- 
plain, for | have been very weil treated, person- 
ally, by the Executive, and what exertions | have 
made in this matter have been made to get at the 
reasons of the President, and not for the purpose 
of having them withheld. 
am after now. 

if the President had taken the opinion of his 
Attorney General in this particular case, and put 
that opinion upon file, it certainly would be quite 
as instructive to the country and to future genera- 
tions, and much more serviceable to the House 
than it would be to allow his reasons for that veto 
to be locked up in his owu breast, and leave the 
business interests of the country to wither and 
perish in an entire uncertainty as to what they 
might depend upon by the Government in the 
future. 

One might infer from the suggestions of my 
friend from Virginia that the Executive has been 
constantly laboring, in some way or other, to get 
an opportunity to lay before us his reasons for 
the veto, and he assures us, substantially, that the 
President intends to give them yet, but there 
Why, sir, the 
very burden of the complaint so far, by those in 
favor of these public works, has been, why does 
he not give us bis reasons—let us have his reasons 


‘| and objections, and see if we cannot, by some 
gentieman from New York, | know unintention- | 


There are two clauses of the Constitu- || 


Madison for General Washington is a model for | 


that description of message. But tnere is another 
clause requiring the President to communicate to 
Congress, from time to time, in respect to public 

uestions, and this case comes under that category. 

‘he message will come. The gentleman need 
give himself no concern upon thatscore. Although 
Iam not behind the scenes—thank God! I never 
was behind the scenes anywhere—I know that 
message will come, and that it will not be a veto 


message at all, because when there is a veto mes- | 


sage, the Constitution requires us immediately to || 


consider the bill, and there will be no bill with it. 
Mr. HAVEN. 1am obliged to my friend from 
Virginia for drawing the nice distinction between 


municate with this House. They are also very 
clearly stated in the Constitution. 


It is true, I | 


suppose, that the communication which we now | 


know is to come—for we have it now from a 


gentleman who has been behind the veil, as well | 


as from one who says he has never been there— 
itis true that that message cannot be, in terms, a 
veto message. Its anatomical construction—to 
carry out the figure of the gentleman from Virginia, 
when he spoke of grazing on his pasture—rust 
be of another class. It must, therefore, be that 
kind of communication which comes from the 


Executive, not, perhaps, technically speaking—in |) 
the language of the gentleman from Virginia— | 
communicating his views, but which he is author- | 
zed to make to Congress, from time to time, | 
“giving information on the state of the Union.”? | 


That is the language of the Constitution, I believe. 
lam glad to know that we have a place assigned, 
beforehand, for this message, which has been, 
hitherto, of doubtful birth, but cannot hereafter 
give any trouble as to the species to which it 
belongs, 

| have no desire to attack the message now, 
and [ have no reason to suppose that I shall_have 
® particular desire to do so when itcomes. But 
to proceed. The gentleman from Virginia, not 
tcause he has any desire to place me in an in- 
“onsistent position here, but for the purpose, per- 
hape, of covering up the steps which are made upon 


| such a course? 
_ with the other bills which he sent? 


proper mode, obviate them. 


A word in reference to the complaint made | 


against me by the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina for what took place last August, when the 
veto message was sent in and laid upon the table. 
The President, it is true, did send in that message 
about two o’clock, I think, on Friday, the 4th of 
August, although Congress did not adjourn till 
the 7th; and the gentleman asks why it was not 
read? And he answers by saying—referring to 
me—that the gentleman from New York was the 
man that interposed an objection to its being read. 
That is true, sir; and I would have no objection to 
the gentleman’s reference to that matter if he had 
only disclosed the residue of what took place. I 
recollect, upon that occasion, that the same gen- 
tleman from New York declared to the House that 
he had no objection to the reading of the message 
without having a quorum present, provided that 
he could be allowed to express his views in regard 
to it before the final adjournment, so that er 

i 


| might go before the country at the same time wit 
the two modes in which the Executive can com- || 


the message. But my friend chose rather to let 
the poison remain in that condition, and without 
action, than to allow it to go to the country with 
any attempted or proper antidote. Suppose the 
President had not sent in his message until Mon- 
day, would there have been any impropriety in 
Why not have sent it in then, 
Why notcon- 


sider it until that time? Why not take Friday, 


| and Saturday, and a portion of Monday to consult 
| his Attorney General, like former Presidents, and 
| see if, at that timeat least, he could not present to 


_us and the country his objections to the bill, and 


have then made a closed business of it, as the Con- 
stitution contemplated he should. The reasons— 
if they may be called such which he did send— 
were vague, shadowy, and quite indefinite. Let 
me read from the Journal an extract or twe, show- 


|| ing them. 


“The prominent point of difference between these who 


| have been regarded as the friends of a system of internal 


improvements by the General Government and those ad- 
verse to such a system, has been one of constitutional 


| power, though more or less connected with considerations 


| of expediency. 


My own judgment, itis well known, has, 
on both grounds, been opposed to a ‘ general system of in- 
ternal improvements’ by the Federal Government, as wellas 
from past unsatisfactory experience to render its use ad- 
vantageous either to the country at large, or effectual for 
the object contemplated.” 


_ It will be noticed that the President’s objection 
is toa ‘general system of internal improvements 
by the Federal Government.” He is, therefore, 


¢ other side, informs the House and the coun- | either opposed to them altogether in whatever 


Why, my friend mistakes | 


His reasons are all | | 








| 
| 
| 
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shape they may come, or else he is in favor of a 
partial system. There is but one other altern- 
ative, and that is to favor them without any sys- 
tem atall. lt may be he will chouse the latter 
mode. 

He says further: 

*] shall consider it incumbent on me to present to the 





present Congress, at is next Congress, a matured view if 
the whole subject, and to endeavor to define appro wmately, 
at least, and according tO my OWN COonvViciions, Whal aporo 

priations of thes nature by the G. neral Government the 
great interests of the United States require, the Coustiiu 

tion will aduut and sanction, in case no sub-titute should 
be devised capable of reconciling the differences bow of 


constiiutionality and expediency 

** In the absence of the requisite means and time for duly 
con-idering the whole subject at present, and discussing 
such poss.ble substitute, it becomes necessary to return the 
bill to the House of Representatives, in which it originated, 
and for reasons thus briefly submitted to the consideration 
of Congress, to withhold from it my approval.”’ 


That is what the President told us he would 
endeavor to give us. One third of this session has 
gone by, and we have not yet had these reasons. 
Ido not now desire, and I believe I have never 
manifested any desire, to find fault with the Presi- 
dent in reference to this matter, but I do desire, 
since one third of the session has already expired, 
that the House should take some action, at least, 
to remind his Excellency that we are waiting for 
those reasons, so far, at least, as to enable us to 
conform our legislation to his views, to the extent 
that we can do it with proper self-respect, and 
without abandoning our duty to the country at 
large, or giving up what we regard as the true 
letter and spirit of the Constitution. We wantto 
know, we desire the country to know his reasons 
for refusing relief to some of the interests of the 
country that are now perishing for the want of 
attention and aid on the part of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, whilst millions can be constitutionally 
expended to buy up trackless deserts, and foreign 
territory. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I dislike exceedingly to 
interrupt the gentleman from New York, but lL rise 
to a question of order. I understood that my 
colleague had the floor assigned to him, and I 


| desire to know if he had the right to assign it to 


the gentleman from New York? 

Mr. LETCHER. I did assign it by the gen- 
eral consent of the House, as | supposed. That 
was my reason for doing it. 

Mr. McMULLIN. [I think it was about time 
to get through with this debate. I am getting 
tired of it. 

Mr. HUNT. Gentlemen upon the other side 
of the House have been heard upon this question; 


/and I think justice should be done to gentlemen 








j 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


| 


! 


| all the appropriations for a given section. 
| to caution gentlemen against getting up these sec- 


upon this side of the House also. 
Mr. HAVEN. I regret that my friend from 
Virginia, [Mr. McMu uyn,] furthest from me, is 


| so fatigued by this debate; but I hope that during 


the three days before we meet again, he will recu- 
perate his energies, so that he can go on with the 
legislation of the country with all the vigor and 
patience which usually characterize him in this 
House. The rest of the House all seem to endure 
it very well. 

I desire to say, while | am on the floor, that I 


| have seen in print suggestions that have been 
| thrown out, at the other end of the Capitol, which 


looked to separate bills for appropriations in sep- 
arate sections of the country, each bill containing 
1 want 


tional bills. Other plans have been proposed of 
having the States most immediately interested 


| in these works combine, and by compact provide 


for a mode of constructing them. Against all 
projects for States getting together and combining 
their means and influence for such works, I desire 


| to warn gentlemen who love this Union at heart. 


There is nothing more unsafe for the stability and 
permanence of the Union, than to induce different 


| sections or localities of this country to enter into 


separate measures for the purpose of taking care 
of their own interests, for the avowed reason that 
the Union, as a whole, is unfavorable to the in- 
erests of their section. Plans for their own relief, 
under such circumstances, are never discussed 


| without engendering bad feelings against other 


sections, which refuse them codperation and aid, 
and which have no sympathy with their general 
wants. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not under- 
stand, whether or not the gentleman from Virginia 
{[Mr. Lercner] insisted upon an enforcement of 
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the rule. Itis by the courtesy and consent of the 
House alone, that the Chair indulges this course 
of remark. 

Mr. LETCHER. I yielded the floor to the 
genueman from New York, to make the explana- 
tion he desired, and 1 am quite willing he should 

proceed. 

Mr. HAVEN. Ihave had no desire to make 
any extended remarks upon this subject since I 
took the floor last, but only to answer some of 
the remarks that have been made by gentlemen 
upon the other side of the House. 

! think we had better avoid, as far as we can, 
a'l appearance of sectional bills for sectional im- 
provements; and [ think that we had better turn 
our attention to legislating for the entire country, 
fairly and impartially, without reference to any 
thing but its wants. I shall vote as cheerfully, as 
liberally, and as freely for the great rivers of the 
South and West, and for the States and Territo- 
ries on the Pacific, as I shall for the great lakes of 
the North and Northwest, and the Atlantic coast. 

Now, sir, although the House seems to be quite 
satisfied that this debate shall go on, yet I had no 
intention, when I took the floor at first, to spring 
this matter upon the House; and, from a desire | 
have to stand well with my friend from Virginia 
furthest from me, (Mr. McMutuin,] and to relieve 
him from any further fatigue in listening, | sub- 
mit the subject where itis, and surrender the floor. 

Mr. LETCHER. Mr. Speaker—— 

The SPEAKER. The Chair begs leave to 
remark that, as the bill makes an appropriation 
of money, under the rule of the House, it must 
be considered and discussed first in the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. The 
debate, therefore, is out of order, the whole of it, 
from the beginning to the end, unless by 

Mr. LETCHER. It will not hurt mea great 
deal, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was about to 
remark that the debate was in order by unani- 
mous consent, and that he had indulged and heard 
genilemen with pleasure, and would not intimate 
that he intended to interfere at all with the gen- 
deman from Virginia. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
two only. 

The SPEAKER. 
to interfere at all. 

Mr. LETCHER. It seems to me that this is 
*fmuch ado aboutmothing.’’ We have wasted a 
good deal of time in this discussion, and yet my 
friend from New York [Mr. Haven] does not 
seem to be exactly for the operation which he has 
set on foot. His object is to have this appropria- 
tion made, as J understand from his speech. 

My friend from Ohio, [Mr. Campse.t,] belong- 





The Chair does not desire 
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I wanted to say a word or | 


ing to the same party, also wants the appropria- | 


tien made. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. 
Wasupurn] is in the same category. But yet, 


when they come to express their views upon the || 


subject, each of them has a different plan. Now, 
it occurs to me that the best way to get along is 
for the gentleman to recommend to the Whig side 
of the House to meet together, fix upon some 
plan, and to come here with that. Then we shall 
see, on the other hand, what we have got to fight. 
in the next place, the Cape Fear river appro- 
riation is a matter of no great concern, anyhow. 
f the President were to write reasons from this 
until the middle of next month, he never could 
satisfy me that the appropriation was right. 
{Laughter.) And | take it, on the other hand, 
that if the President of the United States were to 
write any number of reasons in favor of his course 
uj on this river and harbor bill, he never would 
satisfy the gentleman from Maine (Mr. Wasn- 
BURN] that he was right. Itis a useless sort of 
business. 

If the message comes to this House, the Presi- 
dent will have an opportunity to put his reasons 
on record,and to give them to thecountry. They 
may have an influence upon the people outside of 


the House, but so far as the House itself is con- | 


cerned, there will not be one vote affected by it 
one way or the other. He never can convince the 
Whigs on this side of the House, that these im- 
provements are not right, and he certainly never 
can convince the Old Line Democrats from Vir- 
ginia, that they are right. [(Laughter.] 

Mr.CAMPBELL. As many Democrats voted 
for the bill as Whigs. 


corrupted by bad associations. [Laughter.}] As 
far as we of Virginia are concerned, we were upon 
the true Democratic platform, and those Demo- 
crats from the North who voted for the bill, or 
many of them, I fear, were influenced by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, (Mr. Campsett.|] He was 
hard at work in the matter, and did his very best 
to secure the passage of the bill. 


Well, it was passed, and the President killed it; 


and I had hoped gentlemen would have let the 
thing sleep quietly in its grave. If they want 
another bill, let them fix up one and bring it in 
here. Let them put the matter into one, two, 
three, or four bills, or put it altogether, and try 


the President over again, and see if he will sign | 


it. If he wil! not sign it, but sends it back here, 
see if you can get two thirds to overrule his ob- 
jections, 
| TheSPEAKER. The pending question is a 
| motion to refer the bill to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 
Mr. GREENWOOD. Before that question is 


put, | desire to submit a remark or two, in an- 


swer toa remark made by the gentleman from | 


Maine, [Mr. Wasneurn,] in regard to the appro- 
priation heretofore made for the removal of the 
Red river raft. I understood the gentleman to 
refer to the bill of last session, containing that 


matter, as one to which the President had given | 


his sanction, and as referring to it by way of 
showing inconsistency on the part of the Presi- 
dent. I understood him to say, also, that by 
some maneuvering or other, that bill had. passed 
this House. So far as I have had anything to do 
with this bill, | can say to the gentleman that he is 
entirely mistaken. The bill was passed upon the 
recommendation of a committee of conference, 
and if the gentleman did not take the trouble to 


ascertain what that report was, and to examine || 


it, he can lay the blame only upon himself. 

It will be recollected that some two or three 
sessions ago an appropriation of $100,000 was 
made for the purpose of removing the Red river 
raft, with certain restrictions, however. 
the general river and harbor bill of last session 


tleman from Louisiana, [Mr. Jones,] I believe, 


introduced an amendment, the object of which | 


was to remove the restriction thrown around the 
appropriation, in order that it might be made 
available. It was ascertained, in the mean time, 


that that gentleman was opposed to this general | 


river and harbor bill, and an effort was about 
being made to defeat his amendment. I appealed 
to the gentleman from New York, who was 
urging his objections to it, to withdraw them. 
He did so, at my request, I remarking at the same 
time, that | was a friend to the rivers and harbors, 
as | was. That bill the delegation from Arkansas 
unanimously voted for. 
and I did so, also, upon the ground that it was a 
bill to carry out improvements already com- 
menced. 

But, to recur to the history of this Red river 
raft, of which I was speaking. The President 
vetoed the bill, and this same amendment, intro- 
duced by the gentleman from Louisiana, was 
appended to a Senate bill, which afterwards came 
| down to this House. The House refused to con- 
| cur In the Senate’s amendment, and the conse- 

quence was that a committee of conference was 

| appointed. The matter was duly submitted to 
that committee. They considered the matter of 
| difference, and made a report to the House of 
the conclusion to which they had arrived. That 
report was adopted. 

Now, the gentleman from Maine says that the 
| bill came to this House, and was carried through, 
| without the members understanding it. I can 
| only say, it was his own fault if he did not under- 


stand it. 
Mr. WASHBURN. I would like to inquire 
of the gentleman if the amendment was ever read 
in the House? 
Mr. GREENWOOD. 
Mr. 


I think it was. 
HOUSTON. That amendment, with 


Whole on the state of the Union. 


| others, was discussed in the Committee of the 
{| 


Mr. GREENWOOD. One of the Senators 
|from the State of Arkansas, [Mr. Jounson, I 
| believe it was,] placed the amendment upon a 

House bill, and it was sent here for our concur- 
| rence. Werefused to concur. The committees 


Mr. LETCHER. But they were Democrats || of conference, to whom this matter was commit- 


L GLOBE. 


SD 


When | 


came up in the House for consideration, the gen- || 


| gave it my sanction, | 
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ted, made their report to both the 
Senate, and that report was concurre 
Houses. 

} would further say, that bill was not of. 
a character, that the gentleman could refer to irs 
the purpose of showing the President hiad ,.,,, 
inconsistently, and upon a principle differents « 
that which governed his action on the rive, ... 
harbor bill. His approving it does joy 
any inconsistency, because the appropriation ire. 
was made some two or three years ago, any », 
bill only removed the restriction which was shows 
around the expenditure, and was designed me), 
to make the former appropriation available, ‘P) y 
was the only object of the amendment, and 4) , 
proposed. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I move that the House g, 
now adjourn. 

Mr. MAY. Lask my colleague to withdray 
that for a moment. 


| Mr. HAMILTON. I will. 
| THE MINNESOTA AND NORTHWESTERN 


RAILROAD. 

Mr. MAY. I desire to submit a resolytion 
The House will see the importance of it. [ ig jp 
the nature of a question of privilege. 

The resolution was read, as fcllows: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States pe. 
requested to communicate to this House any information 
possessed by him regarding a suit instituted in the Terriory 
of Minnesota, by, or in the name of, the United stapes 
against the Minnesota and Northwestern Railroad Com. 
pany. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, I wish to inquire 
if the bill introduced by the gentleman from Mich. 
igan, upon which this discussion has risen, has 
been referred? 

The SPEAKER. It has not. 
|| The bill was then referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. HAMILTON. 
now adjourn. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. I ask the gentleman to 
withdraw the motion, to enable me to introduce 
two or three bills, and have them referred to stand- 
ing committees. 1 will remark, that none of them 
are railroad bills. [Laughter.]} 
| Mr. HAMILTON. I will withdraw the motion. 


KANSAS——BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. WHITFIELD then, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced sundry bills; which were read a 
first and second time by their titles, and referred 
to the ao standing committees. The titles 
/ are as follows: 

A bill to provide for the erection of public 
| buildings in the Territory of Kansas. Referred 
_ to the Committee on Territories. 

A bill to provide for the construction of roads 
and bridges, and for the improvement of rivers in 
the Territory of Kansas; and to provide for a 
geological survey of said Territory. Referred to 
| the Committee on Military Affairs. 
| A bill to exempt certain town sites in the Ter- 
_ritory of Kansas from sale and preémption. Re- 
| ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

A bill to establish certain post roads in the Ter- 
| ritory of Kansas. Referred to the Committee on 
| the Post Office and Post Roads. . 
| Mr. HAMILTON. I now renew the motion 
| that the House adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and 

Thereupon, at ten minutes past three o’clock, 
| the House adjourned untilSaturday next at twelve 

o’clock, m. 
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IN SENATE. 
Frivay, December 29, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Sticer. 


The Journal of Wednesday was read and sp- 
| proved. 
APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Clerk, an- 
nouncing that they had passed bills of the follow- 
ing titles: ' 

Bill making appropriations for the support © 
| the Army for the year ending the 30th of Jun¢, 
|| 1856. = 
| Bill making appropriations for the service of | 
| Post Office Department for the year ending the 
| 30th of June, 1856. 











